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Drexel
Foundation
hosts Film
Festival

NYSSA, OREGON				

SEPTEMBER 2022

A Big Thank You to All

Deadline to enter is
Sept 18, winner
receives $100

The Drexel H. Foundation is gearing up for
the 17th Annual Children’s Film festival
at the Historic Rex Theater in downtown
Vale. The rules are simple. Fill out the
free registration form, send the entry via
google drive, Vimeo, YouTube, etc. by
Sept. 18 to drexelfoundation@gmail.com.
The films can be a longer narrative piece, a
SnapChat or TikTok style short, a photo
slideshow, animation, Spanish language
film, or a documentary. All entries must be
rated PG, since this film festival theme is
“For Kids, By Kids and with Kids in Mind.”
We invite all ages to use their voice and
make a film “one they could share with
their grandmother.” We get a wide range
of styles and topics each year, from a
recycling documentary, to a skit, to a
story about your puppy,” commented
S a n d i j e a n F u s o n
Drexel Foundation president.
This film competition will give prizes away
to all who enter. The winners for each of
the four age categories will be announced
on Sept. 24th at the film festival event. The
first-place winners in each age category
will receive $50 in gift certificates. The
Best of Show for the entire film festival
wins $100 cash and a trophy. Everyone
who enters will receive prizes. The submission deadline is Sept. 18th for free entries.
Late entries are allowed for a $20 entry fee
until Sept. 21. The crash course is where
all ages who show up to participate make
a film in two hours. This will be held for
free Sept. 7 at 6 pm at the Rex Theater in
front of a green screen. The film created
that night will also premiere at the Film
Festival on Sept 24, according to Fuson.

The Owhyee 4-H Club thanks everyone who helped make their Malheur County Fair experience a
success. From the youth livestock buyers and sponsors to those that contributed add-ons, every little
bit helps. Also a big shoutout to the 4-H members who put in hours of hard work and dedication into
raising their livestock animals. A successful fair is made possible by an awesome community and
fantastic volunteers like you. More fair photos can be found on Page 5.

Lower Owyhee Canyon: History, Recreation, & Conservation
Multipurpose bioregion
connects Oregon,
Idaho and Nevada

The Drexel Foundation was originally
created to help preserve the Historic 1908
Vale Hotel and 1895 Grand Opera House.
At its inception, the goal was to create an
art center in a portion of the Grand Opera

If you live in the Treasure Valley, you’re
sure to have noticed the word “Owyhee”
everywhere: Owyhee Produce, the
Owyhee Tavern, Lake Owyhee State
Park, and many more. You may know that
the Owyhee is a bioregion that connects
southeastern Oregon, southwestern Idaho,
and northern central Nevada. What you
may not know is that the vast majority of
this land is public. That is, it belongs to
all of us. Known for its incredible canyon
walls, unique geology, and unparalleled
remoteness, the Owyhee is a
recreational oasis that allows folks from all
walks of life to enjoy public lands and find true
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Nyssa PTO announces
Annual School Carnival
The Nyssa Elementary School PTO will host its annual school
carnival from 5 pm - 8 pm on Thursday, Sept. 23, 2022 at the
elementary school. This year’s festivities are open to all children.
Wrists bands and carnival tickets are being sold in advance for a discounted price.NES students will receive a pre-sale ticket form.
Pre-sale tickets are $10 for an unlimited game wrist band. Cost for
the wrist band at the door is $15. Tickets are $1 each per booth. Tickets will also be used
to purchase food and beverages during the event. Along with the traditional activities, a
silent acution will be held carnival night. For more information, contact they Nyssa PTO
at nyssapto@gmail.com or visit the the PTO’s Facebook page.
Interested in joining the PTO? There are many ways to help, just scan the included QR
code with your smartphone or visit Nyssa Elementary PTO on Facebook.

DREXEL (From Page 1)
House and artist in residency spaces in part of the Vale Hotel, thus, providing a space for
the community to enjoy cultural events and art education. In 1995, the first Art Camp &
Talent Show was held. Over the years Drexel has added several annual art programs. In
2005 this Annual Film Festival for Kids By Kids and with Kids in Mind began. In 2006,
the Annual Film Crash Course workshops by professional film & screenwriters started.
For more information, to see past entries, or view Drexel’s “instructional
videos on how to make a film on your camera” visit the Drexel Foundation’s
website,www.thedrexelfoundation.org. Facebook, or Instagram to learn more
and find the sign-up registration sheets. To find out more about the Drexel
Foundation call 541-473-3470 and leave a message for Sandijean Fuson or Kelsey Tolman.
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Nyssa Chamber
Board of Directors

From The
Board

Tawni Maxwell
Simpli Balanced
PRESIDENT
Nikki Enders
NorthWest Specialty
Painting
VICE PRESIDENT
Ruston Munk, DMD
Munk Family Dental
BOARD TREASURER
Amy Wood
Owhyee Metal Works
Jason Pearson
Eagle Eye Produce
Juan Munoz
Munoz Building
Center
Our Mission:
The Nyssa Chamber of
Commerce and Agriculture
was organized for the
purpose of advancing the
commercial, industrial,
farming, civic and general
interests of the City of Nyssa
and its business area.

FALL in Love
By Tawni Maxwell,
Board President
It’s hard to believe fall
is already here. It always
brings mixed feelings,
bittersweet. Some things
are coming to an end
while others are just
beginning. Some we’re
glad to see go and others
we want to hold onto but
change is inevitable. It’s
the one constant in life.
You know me by now,
I like to focus on positive things. So here are
some things I love about
fall like all the beautiful
colors in the leaves and
flowers, seeing the har-

Chamber Board:
Meetings held at 6:30 pm
on the first Tuesday of each
month at the Waldo
Conference Center.

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the
chamber. All material herin is copyrighted and may not be republished
or distributed in any form watsoever without express permission
from the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture.

Sponsored by: Owhyee Irrigation District

I found this Magnolia
Manifesto from Chip and
Joanna Gaines that I love

We believe in
human kindness,
knowing we are
made better
when we all work
together.
~MAGNOLIA
MANIFESTO
Life is full of changes
and all of those changes
are easier with friends
and community! So let’s
Fall in Love with Fall!

Facebook: Nyssa Chamber of Commerce

is a publication compiled by volunteers of the
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture
105 Main Street
Nyssa, OR 97913
Printed by Mark Aman, Owhyee Publishing
Ad Sales & Editing by Kim Burgess
Designed by Casey Clark Ney

August 30, 2021 - 117,728 AF
August 30, 2022 - 121,244 AF

There’s something about
these fall changes like
school starting and the
fall harvest that bring us
together as a community.
Yes, it includes a lot of
hard work, but there’s a
feeling of togetherness
and community that
seems to lighten the load
for us all.

and wanted to share with
you:

nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com

About Town

Owhyee Dam Report

vest activities (tractors,
trucks, crops going to
market), football games,
hometown spirit, bon
fires, marshmallows,
sweaters, and pumpkins.

Nyssa Public Library

319 Main Street
541-372-2978
Sunday & Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Wednesday: 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Thursday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Friday: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Saturday: 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

County Dump

Lytle Boulvard
Tuesday & Thursday
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Saturday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Malheur County
Environmental Health
541-473-5186

105 Main Street,
Nyssa, OR 97913
541-372-3091
Nyssa School
District

www.nyssa.k12.or.us

City of Nyssa

www.nyssacity.org
301 Main Street
541-372-2264

Nyssa Historical Society
PO Box 2303
Nyssa, OR 97913
541-372-3712
Oregon Trail Agriculture
Museum Hours
Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
(Next to Fire Station)
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More Malheur
County Fair Fun
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OWHYEE (From Page 1)
solitude. Most of the Owyhee is quite
inaccessible, even if one has a Jeep, and that
deters a lot of people looking for more casual recreation. When people come to us here
at Friends of the Owyhee and tell us they
want to get a taste of this place, we always
recommend they visit the Lower Owyhee
Canyon.
Just a short 25-minute drive from
Nyssa (all paved roads), the Lower
Owyhee Canyon is home to the last stretch
of the Owyhee River before it dumps into
the Snake River. Lake Owyhee State Park
sits at the far end of the canyon and is an
incredibly popular recreational destination,
seeing about 150,000 vehicles on average each year according to data from the
Oregon
Parks
and
Recreation
Department and the Bureau of
Reclamation. The creation of this
hotspot is thanks to the Owyhee Dam.

In 1928, the Bureau of
Reclamation began
construction of the
Owyhee Dam
In 1928, the Bureau of Reclamation
began construction of the Owyhee
Dam. A short four years later, the dam
stood over 400 feet tall and stretched
more than 800 feet wide, holding back
nearly 400 billion gallons of water.
Serving as a prototype for the Hoover
Dam, the Owyhee Dam was the
largest dam in the world at the time. Not
too bad for rural eastern Oregon, right?
For years, the dam’s primary purposes were irrigating local crops and
generating electricity for eastern
Oregon and western Idaho communities, but that didn’t stop the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife
(ODFW) from seeing the potential in

this accessible area. Determined to
make Lake Owyhee State Park and the
Owyhee River below the dam into a
recreational
destination,
ODFW
introduced a species of German
brown trout into the river in 1990.
Soon enough, the area got all sorts of
press and was repeatedly featured in
sportsman magazines and fishing shows.
Fishing is just the tip of the recreational
iceberg, though.
With widespread recognition and
impressive views came loads of
recreationists, and not just fishers.
Today, we see folks visiting the Lower
Owyhee Canyon and Lake Owyhee State
Park to hike, soak in the hot springs,
observe wildlife, kayak, take their
boats out for a spin, and more.
The Friends of the Owyhee agree
with ODFW that there is a lot of
recreational potential in the Lower Owhee
Canyon, but issues begin to surface as the
visitation rates increase, as they
have steadily over the past decade.
The Friends want folks to keep visiting
the Lower Owyhee Canyon, but they
also need to preserve this beautiful place
so that there is a reason to still visit it.
The Friends always encourage visitors
to employ leave no trace ethics and
respect the landscape by packing out
garbage and staying on established
roads and paths. However, with so many
people visiting that may not be enough.
The Friends believe that with additional
infrastructure and more concrete
regulations, the Lower Owyhee Canyon
has a better chance of remaining a
beautiful recreational destination for
future generations.
To learn more about our work, visit us
on social media or check out our
website at friendsoftheowyhee.org.
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What has God called you to finish?
Sometimes I have to go back and
remind myself of the goal that I was
headed towards because with the
busyness of life it can be easy to
become distracted or sidetracked but
if I revisit where I’m headed then I
regain my peace of mind and my sure
footing. I can again start moving forward
towards that goal and realigning
myself with where I was originally
going.

by Nikki Enders
What is it that you have left to finish
this year? Did you make goals at the
beginning of 2022 and are now feeling
the weight of life and the burdens it
carries and still have goals unfinished?
For me the Fall season is a good
reminder to go back to what God was
speaking to my heart at the beginning
of the year and take inventory of where
I’m at with those goals/resolutions.
Philippians 3:13-14 “... forgetting what
is behind and reaching forward to what
is ahead. I pursue as my goal the prize
promised by God’s heavenly call in

Christ Jesus.” What Paul is saying here
to the church of Philippi is that we are
not to remain in a stagnant position but

we are to be constantly pursuing the
promises God has spoken to our hearts.

Don’t forget this promise, “for I know
the plans I have for you declares the
Lord, plans to prosper you, to give you
a future and a hope.” - Jeremiah 29:11
Let’s finish strong! Let’s remain faithful.
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Five Secrets to a Successful
Back-to-School Dental Checkup
by Dr. Ruston Munk, DMD
Backpack? Check. Booster shots? Check.
Teeth cleaning? Check! Regular dental
visits are important year-round, but a
back-to-school checkup is key in fighting
the most common chronic disease found
in school-age children: CAVITIES! In
fact, dental disease causes children to
miss more than 51 million school hours
each year.
Here are five things you can think about
as this school year gets started:
1. Plan Ahead
Between cookouts, camping trips and
everything else on your family’s summer
bucket list, it’s easy for school to sneak
up on you. Unfortunately, many parents
may not think about making that
appointment until late August, which is
one of the busiest times for dental offices.
The rush is pretty intense.
2. Timing Is Everything
Time of day can make or break your
child’s appointment. It’s important for a
younger child, who’s used to a nap, to not
schedule during naptime. If your child is
always cranky after waking up, factor that
in too.
For older children, the best time is
morning and early afternoon. Which
obviously is during school hours.
It is understandable that it’s difficult to
get your student out of school and to
appointments, but it’s the best thing for
them Avoid cramming in a dentist appointment right after school. Not all kids
have the energy to do that.

3. Make One Child a Model
If you’ve scheduled back-to-back
appointments for your children, there’s
a simple way to decide who goes first:
Choose the child who’s had the most
positive experiences at the dentist. They
get to be the role model for the other
siblings.
4. A Hungry Child Is Not a Happy Patient
Feed your child a light meal before the
appointment. Hungry people are grouchy
people. You’ve heard the term “HANGRY”
before. It is a real thing, but easily avoidable.
5. Leave Your Anxiety at the Door
If your heart races at the very thought of the
dentist, your child can probably tell. Kids
are like dogs, they can smell fear. Kids pick
up on parents’ anxiety. You may not know
it, but you (the parent) sometimes do more
harm than good. The younger your kids
are, the more you need to be aware of how
you’re communicating with them. Saying
things like, “See, this is why you should
brush your teeth Jimmy!” do not help
and may end up making the visit harder.
Munk
Dental
is
committed
to
providing Nyssa and its surrounding
communities with the best oral health care.
We strive to do everything we can
to keep our patients happy and
healthy. Remember to shop local.
There are dentists right here in your hometown of Nyssa who would love to help you
and your family keep your smile shining
bright. Make an appointment with your
dentist today, you’ll be glad you did! And
remember … Dream Big. Smile Bigger.
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Malheur County Development Corporation Meeting Minutes
Board Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 26, 2022
9:00 am (Mountain Time)
Meeting held at the Waldo Conference
Center
218 Main St., Nyssa, OR 97913
Members Present:
Grant Kitamura, Board President
Greg Smith
Jason Pearson
Corey Maag
Kay Riley (joined at 9:54 am)
Lynn Findley
Regular Board Meeting Call to Order
and Acceptance of Minutes:
Board President Grant Kitamura
called the meeting to order at 9:03 am.
Kitamura referenced minutes of
the July 12th board meeting. Corey
Maag moved to accept the meeting
minutes. Lynn Findley offered a
second.
Minutes
for
the
board meeting held July 12th
were
accepted
unanimously.
Kitamura then asked for discussion
regarding application for payment
number
nine
and
change
order number seven to contract one, as well as payment
application number two for contract two.
Brad Baird noted the pay request
number two for contract two is in the
amount of $1,046,345.47, which brings
the total amount spent on the contract
up to just under $2 million.
Baird went on to discuss change
order seven for contract one brings the
contract amount up to $9,875,979.47.
The total amount of this change
order is $385,024.18. This change
order corresponds with pay request
number nine, which totals $793,242.40.
Kitamura asked for any questions
regarding the payments or change
order. Lynn Findley asked about the
timeliness of payments, following
the change in the line of credit. Smith
responded that the increase has taken
a lot of the pressure off on our end.
Kitamura asked for a motion on
change order number seven and
payment application number nine
for contract one. Jason Pearson made
a motion. Lynn Findley offered a
second.The motion passed unanimously.
Kitamura then asked for a motion on
payment application number two for
contract two. Corey Maag moved to
approve the payment. Jason Pearson
offered a second. The motion passed.

Kitamura asked Greg Smith to
discuss a draft change order that is to be
submitted to ODOT.
Smith noted that this change order is
neccessitated by a meeting with ODOT
earlier in the month. The change order
will update milestone dates, project
scope, and overall project costs.
Kitamura asked for a motion to approve
of the ODOT change order. Smith
made a motion. Lynn Findley seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Baird continued the meeting with a
project update. Items discussed were:
• Earthwork is done for the A,B, and
D line.
• Road work is the main focus for
the earthwork contractor currently.
• Test results have been received for
the compaction of the rail lines.
• A meeting with Union Pacific is
occurring to check compaction of
the rail lines. Once this approval is
• received, the earthwork contractor
can begin to place sub ballast.
• Once the sub ballast is placed,
Railworks will mobilize their team
and begin the placement of rail.
• Sub ballast has been tested and
approved.
• UPRR will begin their switch
tie-ins around the first of
December.
By
this
team,
Railworks should be done with at
least the A and B lines.
• Anderson
Perry
is
continuing to work with TCG
Construction,
the
original
low
bidder
for
contract three, on what a $3 million
building package would look like.
Some items might include:
1. Four rail bays reduced to
three.
2. Eight truck bays reduced to
five.
3. Overall building size reduction.

the board that Americold is making
downstream
investments
to
accommodate
products
shipped
out
of
the
TVRC.
Smith then asked Baird to discuss
permits
that
have
been
required by this project to date.
Baird
shared
the
following:
• A big one was a joint permit
application
for
impact
to
w e t l a n d s . T h i s
required
a
full
wetland
delineation and mitigation plan.
• This
also
requires
permit
monitoring for five years to ensure
that the proposed wetlands do truly
become wetlands.
• A
401/404
water
quality
certification with DEQ.
Cultural Resources Review
Included an inadvertent discovery plan.
•
•
•
•

DEQ 1200C Stormwater permit
Rezoning of the property
Partitioning of the property
A completion report for the Corps
will be required.
• The building will require various
permits as well.

Maag asked who is responsible for
the monitoring. Baird responded that
MCDC will be responsible. In the
past, this has been pre-billed. The costs
ranges from $1,500-$2,000 a year,
and Anderson Perry can complete the
reports.
Kitamura moved on to discussions
regarding continuation of services
with Gregory Smith & Company.
Kitamura expressed his desire to
keep the same team together moving
forward. The county recently denied an
ask for $15,000 a month, and countered
with a range between $6,000-$9,000.
Kitamura asked Greg Smith for any
comments.

The City of Nyssa has awarded their
waterline work. Jim Maret with the
City noted that the awarded contractor
has paperwork in their possession, and
should be returning it within the week.
Overall, their project is moving forward.

Smith responded with appreciation
for the project team. He then stated he
would be willing to stay on as officer
to the board for $9,000 a month, with
incidental project costs being covered
separately by the county.

Lynn Findley noted that the E-Board
meets on September 23rd, and that
is when the project would have
confirmation of whether or not
additional funds will be received.

Kitamura did not think board action
was needed at the time, but Smith
asked for a vote of confidence from the
board.

Kitamura asked if Americold has been
brought up to speed on the building changes. Smith responded that
they have been. Smith also reminded

Findley commented that a complex
project of this nature needs a consistent team to bring it to fruition, and he
believes that Greg and his staff have
done a tremendous number of great

things. Findley moved on a vote of confidence to keep Gregory Smith & Company under contract. Jason Pearson offered a second. Smith abstained. The
motion passed with none in opposition.
Kitamura then asked for a motion to
send a letter to the county outlining
the discussed contract terms. Findley
made the motion. Pearson seconded.
Smith abstained. The motion passed
with none in opposition.
Smith then provided a few updates to
the board. Items discussed were:
• Invoices are current.
• He and Baird would be visiting
with contractors to ensure that any
subs are paid to date.
• Our CPA is working to begin the
audit process in short order. No
findings are anticipated.
• Bank of EO line of credit is currently at $3,660,000.
• Ongoing
conversations
with
Americold and Union Pacific.
• Continuing work with Anderson
Perry regarding the budget.
• A new
website
for
the
development corporation is in the
works.
• The county has asked that trade
show activity resumes. Smith
would ask the board for their input
regarding worthwhile events.
• MCDC needs to determine if a
builder’s risk policy is needed.
Kitamura asked what was covered
under this policy.
Baird responded that it covers any
incidents during construction. He
will determine whether or not the
contractor is already required to
provide this coverage.
Kitamura asked for any comments from the public. Mike Walker
commented that Baird may have
missed a permit in his list. He also
commented that the work is only beginning
once a certificate of occupancy is signed.
Lynn Findley asked if a rebate will
be received on a permit that’s price is
determined by building square footage.
BairdrespondedthatMCDCwilllikelyreceive
thatrebateifthesmallerbuildingisconstructed.
Pat Caldwell asked Smith what
changed
his
remind
regarding
compensation. Smith responded that he
always knew he wanted to complete this
project, so he was willing to compromise.
With no further discussion, Grant Kitamura adjourned the meeting at 10 am.
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Nyssa City Council Meeting Minutes
07/19/22 – 6:00 pm
Roll Call: Mayor Betty Holcomb,
councilors:
Patricia
Esplin,
Ron
Edmondson, on phone was Krissy Walker
Staff: Jim Maret, Mike Horton, Marla Roberts. Absent: Council President Morganne
DeLeon, Pat Oliver and Roberto Escobedo.
Meeting began with the Pledge of
Allegiance at 6:00 pm.
Councilor Esplin made motion to approve the agenda. Councilor Edmondson
seconded the motion. Four Ayes. Absent: Council President Morganne DeLeon, Pat Oliver and Roberto Escobedo.

Second reading of Ordinance 671-22 A
ban on psilocybin service centers and the
manufacture
of
psilocybin
products. Mike Horton read by title only.
Mayor Betty Holcomb made motion
to adopt Ordinance 671-22. Councilor
Esplin seconded the motion. Four Ayes.
Absent: Council President Morganne
DeLeon, Pat Oliver and Roberto Escobedo.
New Business: Notice posted in Argus
Observer from March 30th to April 7th,
2022. Mayor Holcomb appointed Kathy
Flanders to the position open on the
Planning Commission, she will be sworn in
at the August 16th meeting.
Resolution 1439-22 Temporary OLCC

license for RDH Entertainment LLC
for Fireman’s Ball August 13th, 2022.
Councilor Edmondson made motion to
adopt Resolution 1439-22. Councilor
Esplin seconded the motion. Four Ayes.
Absent: Council President Morganne
DeLeon, Pat Oliver and Roberto Escobedo.
Resolution 1440-22 Temporary OLCC
license for RDH Entertainment LLC.
for Cami birthday party. Four Ayes. Absent: Council President Morganne DeLeon,
Roberto Escobedo and Pat Oliver. Stipe
lease agreement amendment. This is to add
Kim Stipe on the lease agreement. Mayor
Holcomb made motion to amend the
lease agreement and add Kim Stipe
to that agreement. Councilor Esplin

seconded the motion. Four Ayes.
Absent: Council President Morganne
DeLeon, Pat Oliver and Roberto Escobedo.
Meeting Adjourned at 6:08 pm.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Notice the City of Nyssa is committed to providing equal access to all public meetings and
information per the requirements of the ADA
and Oregon Revised Statutes by email at nyssaclerk@nyssacity.org or phone at 541-3722264. Please call 24 hours before arrival.
Agenda posted on 07/15/22 at Nyssa Co-op, M&W
Market, Chevron, Nyssa Senior Center, Nyssa Library,
Nyssa Post Office “City of Nyssa is an equal opportunity provider, employer.” program.intake@usda.gov”

Cultural Center kicks off Origin Story Exhibit
The Four Rivers Cultural Center recently opened its
FRCC’s Origin Story Exhibit on August 12. Running
through October 1, the story exhibit is open from 6-8 pm
in the Harano Gallery.
The exhibit is deisgned to unveil the special back-story

on the making of the Four Rivers Cultural Center &
Museum first-hand with carefully curated items inside
this special exhibit honoring the 25th anniversary.
Four Rivers Cultural Center is a 501(c)3 nonprofit that
offers a broad program of music, humanities, civic

discourse, art & theater, educational and historical
curation and local and world culture events. Our goal
is to maintain a busy schedule of concerts, lectures,
meetings and fundraising events that enhance the civic
experience in Ontari
o and surrounding communities.
Community events & programs are scheduled year-round.

American Pickers returns to Oregon in October
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