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Did the beaver give the Owhyee its name?
by Sammy Castonguay, Programs Director
Sounds a bit mythological, right? Beavers in the Owyhee?
The Owyhee beaver is indeed present and busy. In case you
thought the mythological-sounding part was the “beaver
naming the Owyhee” bit, I’ll get to that in a minute. But
first, let’s dive into how Friends of the Owyhee came to see
firsthand evidence of beavers in the Owyhee. In January

2019, during Tim Davis’ first month as executive director
of Friends of the Owyhee, he and I walked out to visit the
Lonesome Willow property.
It’s an old ranch that’s now property of the Oregon Parks
and Recreation Department along Succor Creek, but not part
of the State Natural Area. To our surprise, while walking
northbound on the banks of Succor Creek, we encountered

more than a dozen beaver dams. Some small and some large,
and we found at least one lodge. We never caught sight of
the critters themselves, but the structures seemed to be wellmaintained.
Curious non-experts, we took pictures, talked about them,

SEE OWHYEE, PG 4

Tyler Simpson takes the helm of Owyhee Grocery
Parking lot party planned for Oct. 15
For 40 years the Simpson-Sweet family
helmed Nyssa’s Owhyee Grocery.
This longstanding tradition recently
changed when Tyler Simpson stepped
into the lead role of the business.
“It has been an honor to grow up in this
grocery store and watch it expand over
the last few years,” Simpson said. “You
don’t find too many third-generation

family businesses left out there and to
have this incredible opportunity to take
this one over is extremely exciting.”
Simpson, however, is quick to add acquiring
the store was a collaborative effort.
“Greg Smith and his team were very
instrumental in this dream coming to fruition.
SEE GROCERY, PG 2
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Pictures from the Adrian Chili Cookoff

Hannah and Charlotte Antosh enjoying the chili feed.

This year’s winners for ‘Best Chili’ - Adele Dockter, head cook Becky Burgess
and Ashley.

Raffle booth ran by Michelle Dudley.

Jada Ishida & Nikkie Shira.

GROCERY (From Page 1)
His professional assistance, financial
expertise, and guidance will help
ensure the continued success of
Owyhee
Grocery,”
Simpson
said.
Through fuding secured with Smith’s
help, Simpson intends to begin
renovations to the store, starting with
a newly paved
store parking lot.
“We are excited to have our customers
see all that we’ve been up to,” he said.
Smith, a former Economic Development
Director for Malheur County said,
“It’s great to see this project come to
fruition and is just one example of the
work done by our team to assist small
business owners throughout Malheur
County during our tenure,” he said.
Smith continued, “The fact that Owyhee
Grocery has been owned and operated by
the Simpson family for four decades is a

testament to their hard work, dedication, and
determination. We wish Tyler every success
now that the torch has been handed to him.”
Owyhee Grocery is located in Nyssa at
2499 OR-201. A rural fuel station, Nyssa
Grocery sells groceries, beverages, sporting
goods, and hunting & fishing licenses.
The store is hosting its Annual Parking
Lot Party on Sat., Oct. 15 at 7 pm.
The party will include vendors, a tap
trailer, live music and concessions.
The public is invited to attend as
the store celebrates its new season.
Additionally, Simpson is seeking eight
to 10 non-food vendors for the Parking
Lot Party. Applications are available
at the store and are due Oct. 12.
Stay up to date on events, sales and activties by
following @OwhyeeGrocery on Facebook.

This year’s Best Decorated Booth Award went to Hailey Holcomb,
Amy & Karen Anderson.

Tamara Thornton Cleaver running the PTO booth.
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Nyssa Chamber
Board of Directors
Tawni Maxwell
Simpli Balanced
PRESIDENT
Nikki Enders
NorthWest Specialty
Painting
VICE PRESIDENT
Ruston Munk, DMD
Munk Family Dental
BOARD TREASURER
Amy Wood
Owhyee Metal Works
Jason Pearson
Eagle Eye Produce
Juan Munoz
Munoz Building
Center
Our Mission:
The Nyssa Chamber of
Commerce and Agriculture
was organized for the purpose
of advancing the commercial,
industrial, farming, civic and
general interests of the City of
Nyssa and its business area.
Chamber Board:
Meetings held at 6:30 pm
on the first Tuesday of
each month at the Waldo
Conference Center.

About Town

is a publication compiled by volunteers of the
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture
105 Main Street, Nyssa, OR 97913
Printed by Mark Aman, Owhyee Publishing
Ad Sales & Editing by Kim Burgess
Designed by Casey Clark Ney
Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the chamber. All material herin is copyrighted and
may not be republished or distributed in any form watsoever without express permission
from the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture.

Owhyee Dam Report
September 30, 2021 - 58,040 AF
September 30, 2022 - 59,399 AF
Sponsored by: Owhyee Irrigation District

nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com
Facebook: Nyssa Chamber of Commerce

Nyssa Public Library
319 Main Street
541-372-2978

105 Main Street,
Nyssa, OR 97913
541-372-3091
Nyssa School
District
www.nyssa.k12.or.us

Sunday & Monday: Closed
City of Nyssa
Tuesday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
301 Main Street
Wednesday: 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Thursday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 541-372-2264 | nyssacity.org
Friday: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm Nyssa Historical Society
Saturday: 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
PO Box 2303
Nyssa, OR 97913
County Dump
541-372-3712
Lytle Boulvard
Oregon Trail Agriculture
Tuesday & Thursday
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Museum Hours
Saturday
Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Malheur County
Environmental Health
(Next to Fire Station)
541-473-5186
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OWHYEE (From Page 1)
swapped the limited information each of us
knew, and asked questions that we would
look into upon arriving home. First and
foremost, we observed and pondered—the
very first step to any scientific investigation
is “observe and ponder.” What about the
naming? Sure, the presence of beavers might
be as shocking to you as it was to us, but it
would have been equally shocking to the
folks that came here in 1819 looking for
them.
Under the Northwest Fur Company, the
Donald Mackenzie party investigated the
drainages feeding into the Snake River. Here,
they found a lack of beaver and thicket-less
streambeds. As recorded in journals—like
ones from Peter Skene Ogden in 1825—
three Native Hawaiian men were sent up a
Snake River tributary to explore but never
returned. They were suspected to have been
killed by a local band of Bannocks led by
a chief named The Horse, as later on, one
skeleton was found. Honoring these lost
folks, trappers named the river after them.
The common spelling of Hawaii at the time
was Owyhee; a map from 1825 by William
Kittson records this name.
So, because of the beaver, the Owyhee
received its English name—at least in a
roundabout way.
Many people might think “Owyhee” is
an Indigenous word and is used to honor
local Tribal languages. Nope, it’s just a
relic of “that river where those Hawaiian
guys disappeared.” I often wonder what the
Bannock, Paiute, or Shoshone name is for
this river. So, what’s the deal with beavers
in the Owyhee? Tim and I both wondered
after that day. Is it bad? Is it good? Neutral?
Being conservation-minded, we both leaned
toward good for the ecosystem,
but being good skeptics, we sought data and
literature. Turns out, there is a plethora of
research, much on Eastern Oregon streams,
that beavers are an asset to small streams in
the desert. And our beaver fever—luckily not
in the giardia sense but rather excitement—
was on!
Tim serves on the Oregon Conservation and

Recreation Advisory Committee, appointed
by Governor Kate Brown, to advise the
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission
on expenditures related to the Oregon
Conservation and Recreation Fund. Through
this committee, he met Suzanne Fouty,
hydrologist and beaver believer. Upon her
recommendation, we both started reading
Eager: The Surprising Life of Beavers and
Why They Matter by Ben Goldfarb. Below
are just some of our beaver conservation
findings.
Beavers and their habitat changes:
•

Improve habitats for fish and other
wildlife,
including
amphibians,
waterfowl, migratory, birds, and
rodents.

•

Provide food for predators (see above
point).

•

Improve water storage and infiltration,
extending availability.

•

Sequester carbon.

•

Create wildfire safe zones for wildlife
and livestock.

•

Regulate stream temperatures.

•

Enhance recreation opportunities.

Beavers are known as “ecosystem engineers,”
meaning they alter their environment in a
meaningful way as they create new habitats
or modify existing ones to suit their needs.
These modifications to existing habitats
create and maintain microhabitats that
benefit a wide variety of other species
(definition from “Ecosystem Engineers:
Creating Habitat for Others” by Chandler
for the Orianne Society). The fact that these
incredible creatures exist in the Owyhee and
create nuanced habitats for all manner of
species makes our local public lands all that
more special.

If you’d like to learn more about our work,
visit us on social media or check out our
website at www.friendsoftheowyhee.org.
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Munoz Building Center
Under new Ownership, “Munoz Building Center” offers
a variety of options for your building needs from lumber,
block, paint, doors, concrete, heating pellets, plumbing,
garden and so much more.
Munoz has a knowledgeable staff and are ready to help on
your current project. They have the tools needed for the
job whether it is big or small. Munoz can help you get you
where you need to be. They also offer delivery services for
products, dropped right at the job site.”

SREDA Updates & Announcements
The following is a list of updates and
announcements reflected in the September
Snake River Economic Development
Alliance minutes:
City and Community Reports
Fruitland: Stuart Grimes reported
that there was one residential building
permit, five permits for duplexes, and two
commercial permits issued in August.
New Orchard Heights development has
begun planning for eight phases for 366
homes.
Community: Ken Bishop reported that
commercial developments include three
office complexes behind Jack-In-The-Box,
new storage units, Vintage Bunkhouse
Home Decor. Also Family Fun Days
& Steaks and Hot Rods is coming in
September. The Fruitland Chamber will
meet at noon Wednesday at Borders &
Blooms .
Ontario: Dan Cummings reported a 50
lots mobile home development and a 29
unit RV park is close to opening south
of the current RV park on the east side of
Ontario. Plus a 30 unit RV park will open
on the north side of Ontario and six new
family homes will be built in northwest
Ontario. There will be a new Quick Lube
near Walgreens, a three unit townhouse
and 15 new rentals will open to occupancy.
There is more demand for rentals than
there are openings. The city manager job
has been narrowed to three applicants
and a decision will be made at the next

Tuesday’s City Council meeting.
Weiser: Patrick Nauman reported there
will be a new entrance sign for Weiser
with two more in the works. The Metropol
Coffee Shop is under new ownership.
The building on Idaho Street has been
remodeled and is available for occupancy.
Agile Homes will start soon on a 200plus home development. West 9th St. has
started development.
Community: Nauman reported that
Arrow Heart Softball will hold a benefit
game. Planning work has begun on the
Christmas Parade and the Festival of Trees
has moved up their date to the week before
Thanksgiving.
Round Table Announcements
•

Tobin Dixon reported the Idaho
Department of Commerce will have
its Idaho Rural Success Summit.

•

Dawn Callaham reported St. Lukes
will move its Idaho Elks Hearing
Center to Fruitland, cancer patients
can now be treated in Fruitland
with their new radiation equipment,
and Sept. 12 they will finish their
Community Health Needs survey.

•

John Breidenbach reported Oct. 19
they will hold a candidates’ forum for
those running for local offices. It will
be in the TVCC Science Center.

•

Nauman reported Weiser is preparing
for the 75th Annual Fiddle Fest with
changes and whole new look.

Hours
Mon - Fri 8:00am - 5:30pm
Sat - 8:00 am - 12:00pm | Sun - Closed
Phone: 541-372-2237
707 Adrian Blvd, Nyssa, OR
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Friends of the
Owyhees updates
September is finally here, and that means
fall field season is coming into view. We
will have a couple of events out in the
Owyhee in the next couple of months,
starting with National Public Lands Day
on Sept. 24, our stewardship event for this
month.
We’ll be in one of the most-loved spots
in the Owyhee, Lower Owyhee Canyon,
for a clean-up. We’ll see you there on
Saturday morning to get your Public
Lands Day t-shirt and clean-up gear. If
you’re interested in a more involved, laborintensive project in Jordan Craters, get in
touch with Sammy.
As always, we encourage you to support
our work and stewardship of this land
by attending one of our events and/or
becoming a member. If you are already a
member, thank you.
Happy Trails, Tim Davis, Executive
Director
Annual Voyage To Three Forks:
October 14–16
This year has just flown by — our annual
Three Forks trip seemed so far off, but
now it’s just around the corner.

We still have space for a lucky few that
would like to join us in the gorgeous Three
Forks area.
We have a lot to celebrate in October:
the institution of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (1968), the Wild and Scenic
designation of the Owyhee River in
Oregon (1984), the designation of the West
Little Owyhee (1988), the designation of
the Owyhee River in Idaho (2009), and of
course, FOTO’s birthday (2015).
This place and this trip are both near and
dear to our hearts, so we hope you can join
us in celebrating this year.
October events
•

Saturday, October 1: First Saturday
Stewardship @ Lake Owyhee State
Park

•

Friday, October 14 – Sunday, October
16: Annual Three Forks Trip

•

Wednesday, October 19: Owyhee
Webinar (topic to be announced)

You can always find more information
about our events on our website. Please
note that we will always indicate whether
or not sign-up is required to attend.
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The ultimate
servant leader
by Nikki Enders
Have you ever watched someone lead in
such a way that it struck you to the point
of wanting to imitate them? Almost as
if you had never seen anything quite
like their phenomenal leadership skills
and you just couldn’t help but take note
of their abilities?
This is what’s known as a servant
leader. The term servant leader has
probably been around for decades but,
I’ve only recently heard it spoken of as
common vocabulary. Surely everyone
knows someone that could be described
as a servant leader. That is, someone
who puts others needs before theirs and
treats others the way they would like
to be treated. I have had the pleasure
of knowing several servant leaders in
my 39 years of existence and I can say
they truly have had a great impact on
my life.
But, do you know who the ultimate
servant leader is? It’s the guy who said
“ ... greater love has none than to lay
down his life for his friends” and “My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from me. Yet not as I will, but as you
will.”
Jesus is the ultimate servant leader.
Jesus laid down his very life for you
and me to the point of dying a brutal
death on a cross and suffering shame
and betrayal. Jesus was afterall the Son
of God, He surely could have saved
himself and come down from the cross,
but gratefully that is not what He did.
Jesus didn’t take the easy way out.

Instead Jesus took the most painful
and heart breaking way in order to be
obedient to the will of His Father. His
sacrifice was the pinnacle of obedience.
His sacrifice was his bloodshed, his
death was his follow through.
That leads us to the question, if the
ultimate act of servanthood is death
than what does that require of us as
followers of Jesus Christ? Jesus said
it best when he warned his disciples
before his death of the many things he
would have to suffer as the Messiah.
“Then he said to them all, if anyone
wants to follow after me, let him deny
himself, take up his cross daily, and
follow me. For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life because of me will save it. For
what does it benefit someone if he gains
the whole world, and yet loses his soul?
For whoever is ashamed of me and my
words, the son of man will be ashamed
of him when he comes in his glory and
that of the father and the holy angels,”
Luke 9:23-26.
Being a servant leader isn’t exactly
taking the easy road or the path of
least resistance, especially in today’s
society but it is the only choice for true
followers of Jesus.
This world needs servant leaders
willing to die to their flesh and walk
by the spirit, a friend who will carry
their burdens with them and will see
to it that if they are in need that they
aren’t alone. This world needs you and
I to be more like the ultimate servant
leader and less like us. This world
needs Jesus!

Operation Christmas Child
Sponsored by
Samaritan Purse
International
Relief
Submitted by Connie Bullard
Your
friends
at
Owyhee
Community Church want to thank
those in the Nyssa community
for sponsoring an” Operation
Christmas Child” share box to
bless a child at home or in another
country.
Last year’s boxes from our
community blessed children in
Ecuador, located on the equator
in South America. Ecuador is
known for its export of Panama
hats, cacao and bananas.
Samaritan Purse began delivering
Operation
Christmas
Child
shoebox gifts to children here in
1997. It continues today. Please
pray for the children that you lift
up when you pack your shoe box.
“Whatever things you ask in
prayer, believing, you will
receive.” Matt 21:22
Twenty-five boxes were filled
from Nyssa residents this last year.
We have 25 boxes this year to fill.
It’s an early project so donations
had to be in by November 1st this
year.
If you have any questions about
filling a shoe box, please contact
the Chamber at (541) 372-3091
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9 Bites for Healthy Smiles
by Dr. Ruston Munk, DMD
I hope you are all enjoying this beautiful fall
weather. It is my favorite time of year. The
leaves on the trees turning color, the smell of
the fireplace, and the feel of the cool, brisk
morning air reminds me of the great things
yet to come this year. Thanksgiving and
Christmas are just around the corner. Apples
are in season and I love the taste of a good
fresh apple off the tree. For this month’s article
I am sharing with you, nine bites of the apple
for a healthy smile starting with a few good
parenting tips:
Teach your children
Teach your children to take care of their teeth.
A caring dentist can give kids the basics, but
mom and dad need to supervise and continue
teaching and checking.
Chew xylitol gum
Female patients who are of childbearing
age should be chewing xylitol gum during
pregnancy and while breast feeding. Research
has shown the babies of moms who chew xylitol
gum during pregnancy and breastfeeding have
fewer cavities.
Use an electric toothbrush
Electric toothbrushes do an amazing job of
plaque removal.
Water Floss
All flossing is good. But water flossing is very
good. I saw a study that showed water flossing
was about 30 percent more effective than
string floss at removing plaque.
Consider using xylitol mints,
gum & mouth rinses
Xylitol is a unique and natural sweetener that

prevents cavities. Research tells us those who
use it have less cavities.
Diet
Know your sugars. Everyone needs sugar, but
it’s the type of sugar or sweetener that makes
the big difference. High fructose corn syrup
is a poison, consider honey instead. It is both
amazingly delicious and healthy if used in
moderation.
No smoking and drinking
Smoking and drinking are a recipe for oral
cancers. You’d think that no smoking and
drinking would be a “no-brainer” for parenting
tips, but you would be surprised. Statistics
show that in the United States, one in three
students in grades 9 – 12 have tried smoking.
More than 60 percent of students have also
used alcohol.
Use sealants when necessary
Permanent molars come in around age six. We
place sealants to help prevent cavities from
forming on the biting surface of the tooth.
See your dentist regularly
As much as we fear our dentists, the fact is that
prevention is going to help create and retain
your smile for the year to come. Find a great
dentist and make them your friend. Dentists
have fillings too :)
So there you have it. Nine ways you can keep
your smile shining for this season and for
years to come. We have the privilege of having
some real great dentists in this town. Consider
keeping your business local. Get to know one
of us if you don’t already. Become a lifelong
patient. Your smile will thank you.
And always remember to … Dream Big.
Smile Bigger.
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Nyssa PTO hosts annual carnival
Evening made
possible through a
collaborative effort
The Nyssa Elementary PTO hosted
a
successful
Annual
Harvest
Carnival on Friday, Sept 23. The
carnival was a wonderful evening
of fun, raffle, games, cotton candy
and dinner from Las Esmeraldas.
The interactions with the students
and teachers outside of school walls
was uplifting and enjoyable. So
many families enjoyed the perfect
weather and fun filled atmosphere.
The PTO would like to thank the
many Nyssa High School Students
volunteered their time to assist in
running the booths and the community
members and businesses who donated
silent auctions items, sponsored
a booth or the bulldog t-shirts.
The carnival would not happen without
the many hands and generous donations
of our great community. Also, big thank
you go the Nyssa Elementary School

for their generous efforts and skills.
A final thank you to Ally Peterson and
Gabriela Ureiro, Nyssa High School
Art Students. These two gave up a
Saturday to recreate an ocean scene
as a backdrop for a carnival booth.
staff who worked all day and then came
out to help put on an amazing event.
Another favorite part of the carnival

is the face-painting booth. Twelve
high school art students worked
through the evening to put countless
smiles on children’s faces. Thank you

We are so grateful for their eagerness and
dedication to finishing a masterpiece.
It was enjoyed by all!
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Nyssa City Council Meeting Minutes
14 S 3rd Street Nyssa, OR 97913
08/9/22 - 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call
Mayor Betty Holcomb, Council President
Morganne DeLeon, Councilors: Patricia
Esplin, Pat Oliver, Ron Edmondson, Roberto
Escobedo (by phone). Absent Krissy Walker
Staff: Police Chief Donnie Ballou, City
Manager Jim Maret, City Recorder Marla
Roberts, City Attorney Mike Horton, City
Engineer Doug Argo.
Audience
Jerry Holmes, Griffin Hewitt–Argus
Observer, Hailey Castro, Jason Pearson,
Marc Bybee-Fiesta Farms, Renae KeslerLifeways.
Meeting began
Allegiance

with

the

Pledge

of

Council President Morganne DeLeon made
a motion to adopt the agenda as presented.
Councilor Oliver seconded the motion. 6
Ayes. Absent: Krissy Walker.
Consent Agenda
Motion Action Approving Consent Agenda
items
1. Minutes of regular council meeting
07.12.22 and special meeting 07.19.22.
2. Staff and Committee Monthly Reports
July 2022.
3. Correspondence and information FYI
Council President Morganne DeLeon made
a motion to pass all three items at once.
Councilor Esplin seconded the motion. 6
Ayes. Absent: Krissy Walker
Approval of Accounts Payable $159,111.99
and Current Payroll $53,535.58.
Councilor Esplin made a motion to approve
A/P and Payroll. Councilor Escobedo
seconded the motion. 6 Ayes Absent: Krissy
Walker
Public Comment Period
Jason Pearson with Nyssa Chamber
announced that the Farmers’ appreciation
is coming up they will be announcing
a date soon. Looking forward to having
another meeting with the city sometime in
the early evening due to work schedules.
Mayor Holcomb said it is difficult to meet
in the evenings for them also. Would be
great to do a lunch meeting. A few people
have come to him stating that the Parks are
looking much better.
Guest Speakers
Marc Bybee asking for an extension for
an enterprise zone on commercial and has
been approved for 3 years and are asking
for an additional 2-year tax-free. They have
done everything they can to deem the extra
2 years and would not be a takeaway from
the city. They have been in the city for over

75 years and have paid taxes all that time
so it would be beneficial to all. The delay
in construction and expenses have greatly
increased, it would help to ease the burden
of the increase in cost. This is benefitting
our community and would appreciate the
help.

On the 1st of August, Officer Wilson is
moving from Ordinance Officer to Police
Officer to fill in the vacancy. They are
hosting an event on defensive tactics in
October at Fruitland gym next month. Matt
Leach who is a professional from Las Vegas
will be there to contribute to the training.

Renae Kesler with the Malheur County
Prevention Coalition read the recovery
proclamation for month 18th annual “Hands
around the Park” It is a national observance
held every September to promote and
support new evidence-based treatment
and recovery practices, the emergence of
a strong and proud recovery community,
and the dedication of service providers and
community members across the nation who
make recovery in all its forms possible.

Mayor Holcomb announced the upcoming
event that Carrissa Armenta was going to
talk about tonight, a murder mystery dinner
to benefit the Nyssa Police Department for
new equipment. City Manager Maret added
there will be a silent and live auction from 7
pm to 11:00 pm on Oct. 1.

Many in our community have donated and
supported this effort, mental health, suicide,
and gambling awareness. Matt Stringer was
planning to attend tonight concerning the
Nathaniel Sean Stringer memorial bench
and tree fundraiser donation, for anyone
that would like to participate the website is
www.4rhc.org.

Old Business
Ordinance 671-22 An Ordinance banning
hallucinogenic mushroom facilities. Mike
Horton read 3rd and final reading by title
only. Mayor Holcomb made a motion to
adopt Ordinance 671-22. Councilor Esplin
seconded the motion. Six ayes. Absent:
Krissy Walker
New Business

Mayor Holcomb accepted the recovery
proclamation for September 2022.

Resolution 1441-22 Ban on Hallucinogenic
Mushroom Facilities. Mayor Holcomb
made a motion to adopt Resolution 144122. Council President DeLeon seconded the
motion. Six ayes. Absent: Krissy Walker.

Hailey Castro Hometown Athletic Hero’s
donation. Hailey is the daughter of Jerry
Allen and Naomi Castro she has gone to
school in Nyssa and has been here for 20
years. She also playes basketball for TVCC
as a walk-on and the money will go towards
uniforms, travel, etc.

Resolution 1442-22 Easement for Cascade
Natural Gas Vacating S 7th Street they
have a gas line through there so this
will allow them to use it as an easement.
Mayor Holcomb made a motion to approve
Resolution 1442-22. Councilor Escobedo
seconded the motion. Six ayes. Absent:
Krissy Walker.

Mayor Holcomb said the city donation fee
is $100 and other donations were received
from members of the Council that wished
her luck.
Ryan Hamilton - Not present
Department Report
City Engineer Report - Doug Argo water
line contractor is working on getting the
parts and coordinating the schedule without
delays but due to the wait for the materials,
it is progressing forward. They are looking
at the new public works building it is in the
preliminary planning stages and figuring
out the layout and cost and will bring it to
the Council next month, still looking for
additional funding. Jim Maret added that
we have almost half the funds already, and
he is searching for additional funding.
Police Report and Police Business – Police
Chief Donnie Ballou – The neighborhood
watch program going forward on the 23rd of
last month and the room was full. Ontario’s
neighborhood watch program attended
and spoke on how it is going and how it
works for them. He will be putting together
districts for each member he has been very
impressed with those interested in making
this work.
They participated in the “National Night
Out, corporal Webster was in attendance.

Resolution 1443-22 Enterprise Zone for
Anchormen Properties LLC. A brief
discussion by Council. Mayor Holcomb
made a motion to approve Resolution
1443-22. Edmondson seconded the motion.
Council President DeLeon No, Councilor

Oliver No. Councilor Esplin No. Resolution
1443-22 was a tie vote, so it did not pass. It
needs to pass by a majority vote to pass.
LOC Bulletin – FYI
Manager Report – Information is given to
Council – Rehabilitation grant has been a
great program for our city, it looks like all
the funds will be spent.
Liz Haun Farris of Nyssa mercantile was
named one of the top women in the US in
hardware and building supply in business
excellence and is listed in a major magazine.
Small Cities allotment grant is submitted
it is worth $250,000 for our streets. Parks
Master Plan did not get accepted, but he is
still working on it to see if we can somehow
get more funding. The mayor has been out
gathering donations, so we did get soccer
goals and a basketball court along with
playground equipment at Lions Park. Greg
Smith is staying on with the reload facility
to complete the project.
Jason Pearson is not sure why this enterprise
zone for anchorman properties was not
approved due to other similar businesses
getting the approval from the Council.
Council President DeLeon asked if there
could be an agreement to split the funds for
roads etc.
Mayor Holcomb asked if it could be
presented again next month. Mike Horton
responded that yes, it could be brought up
again if someone wants to bring it to the
Council again.
Comments from Council – Mayor Holcomb
announced the Nyssa Fire Dept. will be
having their benefit dance this Saturday,
August 13th at 203 Good Ave. in the parking
lot of Fehlman construction there will be a
silent auction at the Fire Station and then
across the street will be the dancing it
begins at 5:30 pm. until midnight.
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