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The Chamber is participating in Serve Day!!!  Please call us to volunteer, donate, or suggest a project!!  
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Nyssa Chamber 

Board of Directors 
 

Tawni Maxwell 
Simpli Balanced 

 President 
 

 

Nikki Enders 
NorthWest Specialty  

Painting 

 Vice President 
 

 

Ruston Munk, DMD 
Munk Family Dental 

Board Treasurer 
 

 

Amy Wood 
Owyhee Metal Works 

 

 

Jason Pearson 
Eagle Eye Produce 

 

 

Juan Muñoz 
Munoz Building Center 

Our Mission:  
The Nyssa Chamber of 

C o m m e r c e  a n d 

A g r i c u l t u r e  w a s 

organized for the 

purpose of advancing 

t h e  c o m m e r c i a l , 

industrial, farming, 

civic, and general 

interests of the City of 

Nyssa and its business 

area. 
 

Chamber Board:  
Meeting held at 6:30 

PM on the first Tuesday 

of each month at the 

Waldo Conference 

Center 

About Town 
is a publication compiled by volunteers of the  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

105 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

Printed by Mark Aman, Owyhee Publishing 

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the 

chamber. All material herein is copyrighted and may not be 

republished or distributed in any form whatsoever without express 

permission from the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture. 

Nyssa Public Library 
319 Main Street 

541-372-2978 

Tuesday: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Wednesday: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Thursday 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM 

Friday: 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Saturday: 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Sunday: Closed 

Monday: Closed 
 

County Dump 
Lytle Blvd. 

Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Saturday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Malheur County  

Environmental Health 

541-473-5186 

Nyssa School District 
www.nyssa.k12.or.us 

 
 

City of Nyssa 
www.nyssacity.org 

301 Main Street 

541-372-2264 
 

Nyssa Historical Society 
PO Box 2303, 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

(541) 372-3712 
 

Oregon Trail Af Museum Hours 

Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Next to Fire Station) 

   105 Main Street,        Phone: 541-372-3091 

   Nyssa, OR 97913        
 

 

E-mail: 
nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com 

 

Web: 
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

 

Facebook:  
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

Owyhee Dam Report 
 

Mar 26, 2021 ~ 405,602 AF 

Mar 26, 2022 ~ 257,469 AF 

 

Sponsored by: 

Owyhee Irrigation District 
Usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/wygraph.html?list=owy%20af&daily=owy%20af 

     April is going to be a busy month around here.  Thank heavens!!  There are a lot of 

events coming up in this month’s issue so be sure to read through the whole paper to 

make sure you see them all.  Then get out to as many as possible.  :0)  A lot of fund 

raisers this month so spread the LOVE! 

     We have some exciting news to share with you regarding the About Town.   

     The About Town newspaper has had its ups and downs over the years and with a 

lot of help from Susan Barton, and Owyhee Publishing, in February 2018 with 8 pages 

we started it up again.  Last month our March 2022 issue was 20 pages, and we 

began including Adrian to our mailing area.  Be sure to notice the new ads from the 

Adrian businesses and be sure to support them!! 

 * Succor Creek Coffee  

 * Owyhee Grocery 

 * Rock Store Grill 

 * TLC Hair Beauty & Barber 

     We are very excited to work with the Nyssa School District to include, in the middle 

of our paper, the famous Bulldog Bulletin.  Melissa Vargas is doing a great job on 

those pages, and we appreciate working with her. 

     Now, we will be expanding our reach even further with our April issue.  Larry 

Wilson, a board member, at Malheur Memorial Health Center approached the 

Chamber about expanding to the Apple Valley and Nu Acres areas just on the 

Idaho side.  Be sure to see the article introducing their new Nurse Practitioner, Vida.   

     If you live on the Idaho side and are seeing this paper for the first time, we hope 

you enjoy it!!  No, we’re not politically correct.  No, we don’t have a big, paid 

production crew.  (In case you couldn’t tell. Haha!)  We just have a hand full of 

people who love our community!!!  We’ll love you, too, but ‘We can’t love you more 

than our Hometown!’ 

     So, let us know if you like it, have suggestions, events, or articles you’d like us to 

publish.  We love ‘Shout Outs’ so when you get great customer service, or a stranger 

does something nice for you We Want To Know!  If you’re a business and would like 

to advertise, please let us know.  Our contact information is below, and we’ll be 

really, really happy to hear from you!   

     Please support the local businesses in our community that support the paper!  

You’ll see their ads throughout. 

     Thanks to everyone, individuals, businesses, and organizations who send us their 

info and keep our community family connected!   



PAGE 4 ISSUE 215  

Oregon Annie Poems from Owyhee 
 

Raindrops on clover and antlers on white tails, 

Smart Border Collies and good cattle trails, 

Bright green alfalfa tied up with strings, 

These are a few of my favorite things. 

 

Bay colored ponies and crisp mountain mornings, 

Hay bales and blue bells and spring shower pourings, 

Barn owls that fly with the moon on their wings, 

These are a few of my favorite things. 

 

A good cattle market that never crashes, 

Brockle faced calves with long white eyelashes, 

High moisture winters that melt into springs, 

These are a few of my favorite things. 

 

When the drought bites 

When the bank stings 

When the markets bad 

I simply remember my favorite things 

And then I don’t feel so sad. 

 

Thanks April Teague Tyner!!  It was too cute to resist! XOXO 

Mark your Calendars:  OWYHEE RIDING CLUB 2022 
     The 2022 Owyhee Riding Club Playday Series has events planned for 

April 9, May 21-22, June 4-5, September 17-18, and the Finals on 

October 8-9, 2022. Playday events typically start at 10:00 a.m. with 

signups from 8:30-9:45 a.m. The Barrel Series will hold events on May 21, 

June 15, September 17, and October 8. Please mark your calendar for 

these events and join in the fun.  

     Before the series events begin, the ORC will host a Get Lucky 

Playday on March 12. New for this season are the following age groups: 

Leadline, 7 and Under, 8-12, 13-17, 18-30, 31-49, and 50+.  

     Members of the Owyhee Riding Club are welcome to join the Green 

Horse & Turtle Team Challenge with events scheduled for April 2, April 8, 

May 20, September 16, and October 7. More details and requirements 

of horse and rider can be found on the Owyhee Riding Club Facebook 

page.  

     Membership dues are priced at $50 for a Single, $75 for a couple, 

$100 for a family, and $10 for a non-riding member. To sign up, visit 

https://forms.gle/gNZPgn2yTStB8Q7W9      

     The Owyhee Riding Club is a group looking to promote the western 

way of life in a variety of activities. It was incorporated June 16, 1945 by 

Wm De-Grofft, Roy Holmes, Neil Dimmick, DO Bybee, and Loyd Adams. 

Keep up with the Owyhee Riding Club on Facebook to see more 

photos, learn more about membership, and get event updates: 

@ORC1945.  

https://forms.gle/gNZPgn2yTStB8Q7W9?fbclid=IwAR0wFvdbR23oAH999lf2BgyqGQALBPO8Vs-Yq28-yMvotF9eilUD2aVNjZA
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Easter April 17, 2022 

Why is Easter late in 2022? 
By Liv McMahon, The Scotsman, Scotsman.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     This year’s Easter Sunday falls on April 17 and is taking place later 

than usual. 

     This is due to the fact that it falls on the first Sunday following the 

first ecclesiastical full moon (known as the ‘Paschal’) after the spring 

equinox. 

This year’s Easter Sunday is the latest it has fallen in the Western 

Gregorian calendar for three years, having fallen on April 21 in 2019. 

     In 1943, however, Easter Sunday did not arrive until Sunday April 

25 – as the last ecclesiastical full moon preceding the Paschal did 

not take place until Saturday March 20. 

     Only in 2038, in 16 years’ time and 95 years since 1943’s Easter, will 

we see Easter Sunday fall this late again. 

     But Easter dates can also differ depending on whether it is being 

worshipped according to the Gregorian calendar or the Julian 

calendar – used by Eastern Orthodox Christians. 

     The 13 day gap between these two calendars means that dates 

can vastly differ, with the Eastern (Julian) Easter Sunday taking place 

on Sunday April 24 in 2022. 



We Ship FedEx, UPS, USPS,  

Truck Freight, and Greyhound Package Express 

 

Office 541-372-3532 

Cell 541-212-6512 
Email rbeck@fmtc.com 

www.melbeck.net 
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Thank You Nyssa Businesses 

Coach Aaron Mill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     We would like to thank all the business that supported us this year!  

The team was able to practice on the Trailblazer’s court and watch a 

game this year.  We also had two tournaments in the Portland area 

that we couldn’t have gone to without all the support.    

     We will definitely do the window washing event next year as well 

for any other businesses who would like to support the team. 

     Thanks again!! 

     Nyssa Elementary PTO (Parent 

Teacher Organization) is changing 

things up for our Spring Fundraiser! 

This year we are selling Bulldog Cards! 

These cards offer you a discount for 

purchases when you shop at local 

businesses. Cards will sell for $20 per 

card with discounts listed worth much 

more! If you are interested in 

purchasing one you can find a 

student who is selling them or email 

us at nyssapto@gmail.com.  

     Students will be rewarded for sales 

of cards and donations with prizes. Prize 

levels include scratch off tickets, a 

movie at the high school auditorium, a 

drawing for some BIG prizes, and a day 

as Principle and lunch with Resource 

Officer Rodriguez. The top seller will win 

a pass for two at Wahooz! If you want to support students in earning 

prizes but do not want to purchase a card, $10 cash donations are 

accepted! Sale Dates will be April 1-11th.     

     Funds raised go to help pay for field trips, classroom supplies, 

reward parties, playground equipment and more. The PTO helps 

enhance the learning experience for all students at Nyssa Elementary.  

     Also happening this spring is our 

biannual Drive for School Spirit! Due to 

paint shortage we were not able to 

spray a 'Paw' and/or 'N' on your 

driveways/sidewalks last fall BUT, we 

are ready to do it again! Watch for 

updates on dates on our Facebook 

page (probably mid-April to the first 

of May if/when the paint arrives). Fliers 

will go home with students and will be available at City Hall. Each print 

is $25. Contact us at nyssapto@gmail.com.   

EXAMPLE 

Rep. Mark Owen’s Student Spotlight 
Marly Ausman, Senior 

Nyssa High School, Malheur County 

Marly was nominated by Brett Jackman, Nyssa’s High School prin-

cipal. Marly has grown up on a multi-generational dairy founded 

in 1969, shaping her into the person she is today. While caring for 

the calves, she has learned how to be responsible with her time 

and appreciate hard work. 
 

Ryan Talbot, Senior 

Harper High School, Malheur County 

A dedicated student, Ryan has maintained a 4.0 GPA, and has 

taken dual credit college classes, Math 111 and 112. Aside from 

academics and clubs, Ryan is an exceptional athlete. During win-

ter, he travels 60 miles one way to Boise, Idaho to attend indoor 

track twice a week. He broke a 40-year old school record in the 

pole vault and placed 1st at the state track meet his freshman 

year in the 110 meter hurdles. Ryan is also an active church and 

community member. 

 

David Marker, one of Ryan’s teachers/coaches stated, “It has 

been a rare opportunity to have taught and coached such a fine 

young man.” 

mailto:nyssapto@gmail.com
mailto:nyssapto@gmail.com
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  IMPORTANT DATES IN April: 

 April 1: School Improvement Day (No 

 School) 

 April 11: School Board Meeting, 7 p.m. 

 April 22: No School/Happy Earth Day! 

Dear Nyssa School District Parents, 

 

As of March 12, 2022, masks are no longer required in schools and other indoor spaces in Oregon. While this is exciting news for some and stressful for 
others, I want to share the updated guidelines that have been provided by ODE and OHA, as well as ways NSD will continue to provide a safe environment 
to your children. ODE and OHA have both stated that the pandemic is not over, but that the guideline changes reflect the current numbers and data. 
Guidelines for vaccinated and unvaccinated persons are now the same. 

 

1. Children, staff, and visitors no longer have to wear masks in schools, on buses, or during school activities. You and your children may choose to 
continue wearing masks, and masks will remain available at each school and at the district office. It is now an individual person's choice, and both choices will 
be respected. Students and staff have been reminded that teasing or bullying anyone for wearing or not wearing a mask will not be tolerated. If you have any 
concerns about masking or unmasking, or if your child has been bullied or teased for wearing a mask, please reach out to your child’s school. 

 
2. Distance remains an effective tool in reducing the spread of COVID-19. There is no longer a mandate involving distancing, but when appropriate, and when 
people choose, we will be striving for at least 3 feet between students and staff. While this may not always be possible, when available, this can help in 
reducing the spread of an illness. 

 
3. Handwashing is a vital tool in prevention of illness and promotion of overall health. Teachers will remind younger students to wash their hands when 
appropriate.  Please encourage your children to continue washing their hands frequently for a minimum of 20 seconds with soap, especially before eating, after 
using the restroom, coughing or sneezing into a hand(s) or touching a contaminated surface. Hand sanitizer will remain available for hand cleaning, as well. 
Please remind your children to rub their hands for 20 seconds, covering all surfaces of their hands and allowing it to completely dry. 

 
4. There is now a pause on quarantining. What this means is that a person who has been exposed, and is unvaccinated, will no longer have to stay off campus 
just for being exposed. This includes a person with a positive family member. If you or your children are exposed, please self-monitor for symptoms and 
remain home if symptoms develop. If your child becomes symptomatic or tests positive for COVID-19, then they will need to be isolated and will not be able 
to return to school for at least 5 days, returning on day 6 if their symptoms are improving and they have had no fever for 24 hours. After that, OHA and ODE 
recommend they wear a mask for days 6-10, while on campus or around others, to decrease the risk of spreading COVID-19 to others. 

 

5. You only need to stay at home if you have tested positive for COVID-19 or are experiencing primary symptoms of COVID-19. 

                                  Primary COVID-19 symptoms:  

                                       Cough 

                                       Temperature of 100.4 F or higher or chills  

                                       Shortness of breath or Difficulty breathing  

                                       New loss of taste or smell  

Individuals with non-primary symptoms may need to be off campus while ill, but are not considered excluded or isolating for a minimum of 5 days. For 

example, if a student is vomiting, they will need to go home, but if they improve and are 24 hours without vomiting or showing additional symptoms, they may 

return. If symptoms persist greater than 24 hours, a person may need to be evaluated by their health provider. 

                                 Non-primary COVID-19 symptoms:  

                                       Fatigue  

                                       Muscle or body aches  

                                       Headache  

                                       Sore throat  

                                       Nasal congestion or runny nose  

                                       Nausea or vomiting  

                                       Diarrhea 

                                           

6. As a district we have been part of the Test to Stay option. While quarantining is paused, exposed individuals will not need to test to remain on campus. 

However, tests are available. I have a supply of at home tests I am happy to share with you. If you would like a box of 2 tests, or more, please let me know. I 

will not send tests home directly with students because they contain a chemical packet in them and for safety reasons, I do not feel this is safe. 

 

7. NSD will continue to work with MCHD to provide vaccination clinics. If anyone is ever looking to get a vaccine and need help locating an available clinic, 

please let me know. 

  

8. The state has set up a hotline for anyone needing additional support from COVID-19. 

                                       COVID-19 Case Support Hotline (866) 917-8881 

 

Parents, THANK YOU for ALL you have done and continue to do to support NSD staff and your children. We could not have gotten through the past 2 years 

without your support. I wish you and your families all the best as we finish the school year. 

 

Thank you, 

Aundra De Witt, School Nurse 
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Jocelyn Castro, NES 

Raphael Williams, NMS 

Briana Banuelos, NHS 

Abigail Alatorre, NES 

Raphael is a model student. He is always on task. He 
is a pleasure to have in class and he is very good at 
taking criticism for his work. He is working on an 
art piece for the art show coming up and he is very 
excited to finish his drawing. He is an example for 
his peers and I am excited about the huge progress 
he has made in my class. Way to go Raphael!!!!!!!!  
-Mr. Boyer 

Jocelyn is a very hard worker. She has grown in all    
academic areas, has missed very little school, and is a 
great role model for her classmates. She gives 110% in 
everything she does and is always willing to help others 
in need! She met both her Reading and Math Fluency 
goals, and I cannot wait to see how much more growth 
she can make the rest of the year!  - Mrs. Book 

 
Jocelyn is a great singer and participates in all our      
activities in music. She works hard to learn and works 
well with her peers. –Mr. Evans 

Raphael is a studious individual. He has made several strides this year. Raph-
ael isn't afraid to self-advocate. Taking responsibility for his knowledge and 
understanding is one of his strong suits. Middle school comes with challenges 
but Raphael has hit each one head on. He is a pleasure to have a class. The 
Jedi Force is definitely with him. -Mrs. Cuevas 
 
I know one thing for sure when I come to work every morning, I will start my 
day with a positive interaction with a student. That is because I have Raphael 
in 1st period. Every single morning I am greeted by his smile & enthusiasm 
to simply be in my class. He also always has something positive to say at the 
end of the class period and I can guarantee I always receive a happy "bye, 
have a nice day, thanks for the activity" as well, even on the not so fun fitness 
days!! Every teacher should be so lucky to start and end each class period 
that way. Not only is he enthusiastic, he works hard every day.  I have en-
joyed watching Raphael’s confidence grow in my class. Great job, Raphael, 
keep it up! -Mrs. Greenwood 
 
Raphael has had significant progress this year in band. He has "kept after it", 
being very conscious of doing his very best. He gets very concerned when he 
doesn't do well, and works hard to improve. It is very rewarding for me as his 
teacher to see him succeed at something after he has struggled at it, and then 
see his peers "high five" him when he gets it. Raphael is an all-around nice 
kid, and a pleasure to have in class. -Mr. Lasnick 

Jocelyn is a happy and helpful girl who is always on task. Things don't always 
come easily to Jocelyn, but she works hard and is determined to complete 
everything that is assigned to her to the best of her ability. I love watching her 
succeed: the joy on her face just makes my heart happy. She is an extremely 
nice girl and a friend to everyone. Thank you, parents, for doing such a great 
job! -Mrs. Steinmetz 

It has been a pleasure to have Abi in our 4th and 5th 
grade classes.  Online learning was brutal for her.  As we 
started back in person, Abi worked hard to improve 
skills.  As her skills improved, her attitude and work 
habits improved greatly.  Over the last few months, Abi 
has attended the afterschool program and also took 
homework several days a week.  We are proud of her 
hard work and know that Middle School will be much 
easier for her!  Thanks for your hard work, Abi.  

It has truly been amazing to see how much Abby has grown academically 
over these last two years. She has worked hard and has improved so much in 
math and reading, especially over these last few months. At the beginning of 
the year, she struggled with her multiplication and division facts, and now she 
does them like a pro! Now she even asks me to write her long division and 
decimal division problems to do in her free time (How awesome is that?!) In 
class, she is respectful and easy to get along with. I am very proud of every-
thing Abby has accomplished and the hard work she has put in. Ha sido un 
placer tenerte en clase y estoy muy orgulloso de ti. –Mr. Segura 

I really enjoy having Briana in my class. She works 
hard and shows genuine interest in learning and   
improving as a student. She is kind to everyone and 
has a great sense of humor. Congratulations, Briana! 
/ Me gusta mucho tener a Briana en mi clase. Traba-
ja duro y muestra un interés genuino en aprender y 
mejorar como estudiante. Es amable con todos y 
tiene un gran sentido del humor. ¡Felicidades,      
Briana! -Ms. Vargas 

I have had Briana in class since she was an 8th grader. I have had her for 4 
out of 5 years, and let me tell you what a blessing that has been. Briana is the 
absolute best. She is a great student, she is a nice student, and she is a very 
funny student. When I make a mistake, which is often, Briana is there to cor-
rect me and get the class back on the right path. Briana's older sister Mariana 
is a teacher here at NHS, and I believe I told her that the sky's the limit for 
her and she is going to change peoples' lives. Well, the same is true for Bri-
ana. I do not know what her course of action is going to be post high school, 
but I know it is going to be successful. I am so lucky to have been her teach-
er, and I am so proud of the person she is. Briana is a student whom I admire 
and a young woman I hope my daughters are like. This award is long overdue 
and completely deserved. Way to go Briana, thank you for being an absolute-
ly wonderful student and human! / He tenido a Briana en clase desde que  
estaba en el 8 grado. La he tenido durante 4 de los 5 años, y déjenme decirles 
que ha sido una bendición. Briana es absolutamente la mejor. Es una gran 
estudiante, es una estudiante agradable, y es una estudiante muy divertida. 
Cuando cometo un error, que es con frecuencia, Briana está ahí para         
corregirme y hacer que la clase vuelva al camino correcto. La hermana mayor 
de Briana, Mariana, es profesora aquí en NES, y creo que le dije que el cielo 
es el límite para ella y que va a cambiar la vida de la gente. Pues bien, lo  
mismo ocurre con Briana. No sé lo que va a ser su curso de acción después 
de la escuela secundaria, pero sé que va a ser un éxito. Tengo mucha suerte 
de haber sido su profesor y estoy muy orgullo de la persona que es. Briana es 
una estudiante a la que admiro y una joven a la que espero que mis hijas se 
parezcan. Este premio debería haberse concedido hace tiempo y es totalmente 
merecido. Así es Briana, gracias por ser una estudiante y una persona absolu-
tamente maravillosa. –Mr. Sapp 
 
Brianna is an amazing student and is always working hard to do her best. I 
have known her since she was in 6th grade and she was able to take my art 
class. Over the years she has developed into a very good artist. I look forward 
to her work she enters into the art show. No here she is going to graduate. 
Way to go Brianna!!!! / Brianna es una estudiante increíble y siempre se 
esfuerza por dar lo mejor de sí misma. La conozco desde que estaba en sexto 
grado y pudo tomar mi clase de arte. Con los años se ha convertido en una 
muy buena artista. Espero con interés su trabajo que ella entra en la ex-
posición de arte. Ahora se va a graduar. ¡¡¡¡Así se hace Brianna!!!!                 
-Mr. Boyer 

NES Volunteer of the Month: Chema Valdez 

Chema is a great addition to our Nyssa Elementary Bullpups! She is here willing to help with anything needed for teachers 
to support our students, freeing me up to do more for my students! I would not be as successful without her help and       
support! -Mrs. Book 
 
Chema is so helpful. She always has a smile on her face and will help us in any way we need. Chema’s help with prepara-
tion has allowed me to present some engaging and fun lessons I might otherwise not have had time to do. -Mrs. Esplin 
 
Chema, we would add that your regularity at school makes us think of you as a member of our staff,  
and when you’re not here we always wonder. We are grateful for the many hours you’ve provided  
us over the past several years! -Mr. Rodman and Mr. Murray 
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NES Staff of the Month: Carrie Aguas and Miguel Segura 

When we go to the doctor for a check-up or when we’re not feeling well, one of the common measures a doctor 
takes is body temperature. It doesn’t tell everything about health, but it is one indicator of overall health.  At Nyssa 
Elementary, we track every student’s reading and math fluency throughout the year for a similar reason. It is our 
quick way of assessing a student’s overall health in reading and math. Again, it doesn’t tell us everything, but it is a 
strong indicator. 
Carrie and Miguel are here tonight because their students’ fluency scores are very high. And that’s not simply be-
cause they were blessed with the highest performing 5th graders.  As teachers in our Dual Language Program, they 
share two sets of students, 42 students in all, who spend half their day learning in English and half their day learning 
in Spanish. Carrie and Miguel have been with these students since they entered 4th grade, at which time their cumu-
lative math fluency was 11%. Now it is 100% across the four basic operations of addition, subtraction, multiplica-
tion, and division. In reading fluency, these students began 4th grade with 54% proficiency in English and 24% in 
Spanish. Now they are at 88% and 84% proficiency respectively. To provide some perspective on these remarkable 
numbers, it is important to understand that the reading fluency assessment is nationally normed,which is to say that 
proficiency on it means students are reading at or above grade level; that is, 88% of their 42 students are reading at 
or above grade level. To provide even more perspective, in the seven years we have been measuring fluency at NES, 
we have never seen scores as high as these. 
The explanation for them?  Well, the effectiveness of staying with a class of students for multiple years; the power 
of the Dual Language Program itself; the collegial relationship Carrie and Miguel have established; and most of all, 
the commitment to these goals and these students. We’re grateful for your example! 

Nyssa Middle School 6th grader Ava Anderson captured the Sixth Annual Malheur County Spelling Bee on March 10th, and 
will represent Malheur County at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C, later this spring. Anderson bested 
finalists from 19 different county schools in order to participate at Scripps, clinching the championship with a correct spelling 
of the word “inkling”.  Anderson’s win ensured that the overall crown would again remain in Nyssa, where it has resided for 
every iteration of the Bee. 

Other Nyssa students who won medals at the Bee were:  Hendrix DeAnda, 2nd place at first grade; Alexis Camarillo, 1st 
place at 5th grade. 

Nyssa High School is sending five outstanding musicians to the OSAA State Solo Festival 
held at Pacific University on April 30. On March 3, the District 9 OMEA (Oregon Music Ed-
ucation Association) held their Vocal and Instrumental Solo Festival. Students prepared indi-
vidual art songs and solos, and performed before outside adjudicators. The vocal students 
were adjudicated by Professor Grant Farmer, the Director of Choral   Activities from the Col-
lege of Idaho, as well the Interim Music Director of the Boise Philharmonic Master Chorale. 
Each student two to three art songs in different languages. The instrumental students were 
adjudicated by Joel Williams, the band director at Fruitland High School. The five Nyssa 
High School students who won their individual categories are Ella Draper, soprano (11th 
grade), Isaiah Audelo, tenor (12th grade), LeRoy Phillips-Yale, baritone (9th grade), Jose 
Rodriguez, marimba (12th grade), and Jakob Jesperson, flute (12th grade). 

 
At the OSAA State Solo Festival, the Nyssa students will compete against winners from the 
other OMEA districts throughout the state. 
 
Picture Identification: Students from left to right: Jose Rodriguez, LeRoy Phillips-Yale, Ella 
Draper, Jakob Jesperson, and Isaiah Audelo 

Congratulations to Nyssa’s Girls Basketball Team for being selected as 
the Les Schwab Team of the Month for February 2022!  

Les Schwab recognizes high school sports teams for their dedication 
and performance on and off the field. CJ from our Nyssa Les Schwab 
presented the award to the team on March 16th. 

This recognition includes a trophy and a donation to Nyssa’s girls    
basketball program. 

Great work, ladies, and thank you to Les Schwab for your support! 



High school and middle school students gathered 
to celebrate the success of our girls basketball 
team and wrestling team on March 8th. Look at all 
those bulldogs! 

Both teams presented their trophies to Mr.       
Jackman and the student body (wrestling below.) 

And Coach Torres fulfilled his promise to let the girls    
basketball team shave his head if they won state! Great 
haircut, Coach Torres! 

Players: Clarissa Arizmendi,                                        
Clarita Arizmendi, Ambrie                                     
Draper, Laney Hartley,                                              
London Hartley, Brooklyn                                        
Johns, Morgan Johns, Gracie                                     
Johnson, Malerie Long, Leslie                                   
Medrano, Lauren Sapp, Lynzie                                    
Torres, Leti Trinidad, and Kate Vineyard. 

Coaches: Jeremy Chamberlain (head coach), Phil 
Torres, Josh DeAnda, and Kierra Hernandez. 

With an assist by the greatest student section ever, led 
by Santiago Miranda. 

Way to show Bulldog Pride! 

Nyssa High School wrestlers competed in the state 3A tour-
nament and placed 4th as a team. The following wrestlers 
placed      individually, as well: Alec Carey (state champion, 
182 lbs), Jesse Aragon (state champion, 220 lbs.), Kody Van 
Meter (2nd place, 285 lbs.), Dennis “the ICEMAN” Savage 
(4th Place, 126 lbs.).  
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     Encouragement is a vital ingredient to building community and spurring each other on. 

Hebrews 3:13 tells us, “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so 

that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” 

     Life is hard. Our biggest obstacle might have been a rock wall or a science test when 

we were younger, but obstacles become bigger and affect more people as we get older. 

Decisions carry more weight, and the uphill battles are steeper and more dangerous. 

Insecurity is real, and the enemy wants to see us worn down and hardened, just like 

Hebrews 3 describes. 

     Walking through life alone is scary and daunting. But we were never meant to go 

through life alone. Later in Hebrews, the writer continues to stress how much we need 

each other saying, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 

and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 

10:24-25).  

     We are commanded in Scripture to love each other, remind each other who we are 

and who we serve, and to choose to see the best in each other. That day at the rock-

climbing gym, my youth leader chose to look past my physical and mental weakness. He 

saw me how God sees me — a person capable of doing so much more than I ever 

thought possible because He lives in me.   

     Encouragement Is Something We Give and Receive   

     It is our job to make sure other Christians know their worth and everything they are 

capable of. That extra push from a friend is often how God shows us He can do huge 

things with a willing heart. 

     Many times, we cannot find the strength we possess with Jesus on our side until 

someone points it out to us. 

     True community happens when we all work together for the good of others. Romans 

12:4-5 describes the way we all fit together in the church like this:  

     “For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not 

all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 

member belongs to all the others.”   

     We belong to one another. When someone belongs to you, you help them know that 

they are a well-loved and important part of God’s kingdom. Encouraging each other is 

how we bridge the gap between being an onlooker in someone’s life and actually caring 

for them the way God commands us to.  Encouragement is the blood that makes the 

body function.  

     Encouraging someone takes a genuine love and the grace to see more in them than 

they can even see themselves. It’s so much more than a pat on the back or an “atta 

boy.” If you’ve ever been encouraged by someone, you know how a life-giving word from 

a genuine friend can give you the strength to push through life’s toughest battles. 

     Encouraging people is a practice and discipline. Sometimes it’s hard to see good in 

others and put their needs before our own, but it’s what Jesus would do. You’ll be 

surprised at how giving someone else an encouraging word can help us climb our own 

rock walls, too.   

     El animar es un ingrediente vital para construir una comunidad y animarse unos a otros.  

Hebreos 3:13 nos dice: “Antes bien, animaos unos a otros cada día, mientras se llama 

Hoy, para que ninguno de vosotros se endurezca por el engaño del pecado”. 

     La vida es dura.  Nuestro mayor obstáculo podría haber sido un muro de piedra o un 

examen de ciencias cuando éramos más jóvenes, pero los obstáculos se vuelven más 

grandes y afectan a más personas a medida que envejecemos.  Las decisiones tienen 

más peso y las batallas cuesta arriba son más empinadas y peligrosas.  La inseguridad es 

real, y el enemigo quiere vernos desgastados y endurecidos, tal como lo describe 

Hebreos 3. 

     Caminar solo por la vida es aterrador y desalentador.  Pero nunca estuvimos 

destinados a pasar la vida solos.  Más adelante en Hebreos, el escritor continúa 

enfatizando cuánto nos necesitamos unos a otros diciendo: “Y considerémonos unos a 

otros para estimularnos al amor y a las buenas obras, no dejando de congregarnos, 

como algunos tienen por costumbre.  , sino exhortándoos los unos a los otros, y tanto más 

cuanto veis que aquel Día se acerca” (Hebreos 10:24-25). 

      Las Escrituras nos ordenan amarnos unos a otros, recordarnos quiénes somos y a quién 

servimos, y elegir ver lo mejor en cada uno.  Ese día en el gimnasio de escalada en roca, 

mi líder juvenil decidió mirar más allá de mi debilidad física y mental.  Me vio como Dios 

me ve: una persona capaz de hacer mucho más de lo que nunca pensé posible porque 

Él vive en mí. 

     El estímulo es algo que damos y recibimos 

     Muchas veces no podemos encontrar la fuerza que poseemos con Jesús de nuestro 

lado hasta que alguien nos lo indica. 

     Es nuestro trabajo asegurarnos de que otros cristianos sepan su valor y todo lo que son 

capaces de hacer.  Ese empujón adicional de un amigo es a menudo la forma en que 

Dios nos muestra que puede hacer grandes cosas con un corazón dispuesto. 

     Muchas veces no podemos encontrar la fuerza que poseemos con Jesús de nuestro 

lado hasta que alguien nos lo indica. 

 La verdadera comunidad sucede cuando todos trabajamos juntos por el bien de los 

demás.  Romanos 12:4-5 describe la forma en que todos encajamos en la iglesia de esta 

manera: 

     “Porque así como cada uno de nosotros tiene un cuerpo con muchos miembros, y 

estos miembros no tienen todos la misma función, así en Cristo, siendo muchos, formamos 

un solo cuerpo, y cada miembro pertenece a todos los demás”. 

     Nos pertenecemos unos a otros.  Cuando alguien te pertenece, lo ayudas a saber que 

es una parte muy amada e importante del reino de Dios.  Animarnos unos a otros es 

cómo salvamos la brecha entre ser un espectador en la vida de alguien y realmente 

cuidar de ellos de la manera en que Dios nos lo ordena.  El aliento es la sangre que hace 

funcionar el cuerpo. 

     Animar a alguien requiere un amor genuino y la gracia de ver más en ellos de lo que 

pueden verse a sí mismos.  Es mucho más que una palmada en la espalda o un "atta 

boy".  Si alguna vez alguien te animó, sabes cómo una palabra vivificante de un amigo 

genuino puede darte la fuerza para superar las batallas más difíciles de la vida. 

      Animar a las personas es una práctica y una disciplina.  A veces es difícil ver el bien en 

los demás y anteponer sus necesidades a las nuestras, pero es lo que haría Jesús.  Te 

sorprenderá cómo dar una palabra de aliento a otra persona puede ayudarnos a 

escalar nuestras propias paredes de roca también. 

Why Encouragement Matters? 
Por qué es importante  

el animar a otros? By Julieta Campuzano 

     "Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain fell, the rivers rose, and the winds blew 

and pounded that house. Yet it didn't collapse because its foundation was on the rock. 

But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a 

foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, the rivers rose, the winds blew 

and pounded that house, and it collapsed. It collapsed with a great crash."       

     “When Jesus finished saying these things the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 

because he was teaching them like one who had authority, and not like their scribes." 

Matthew 7:24-29 

     Near the end of this passage Matthew, a disciple of Jesus and the author of this self-

titled book says, "the crowds were astonished at his teaching because he was teaching 

them like one who had authority, and not like one of their scribes." So, what was this 

authority that Jesus was speaking with? More specifically, who gave Jesus the authority to 

speak with such conviction and courage like he did?  

     Later in his book Matthew speaks again on this subject of authority when he recalls 

what Jesus spoke to the other disciples when in chapter 28:18 Jesus says, "all authority has 

been given to me in heaven and on earth." 

     So, this leaves you and me to return to their original passage (Matthew 7:24-29) and try 

and understand the message Jesus was speaking about regarding the two different 

foundations and "these words of mine", because the illustration of the two foundations are 

only in context to verse 24, "therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and acts 

on them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock." 

     Jesus was simply stating that if you regard his words and act on them and believe them 

and obey them, then, you will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock! The 

authority to say this came from Jesus's relationship to his Father, God. Jesus knew that his 

Daddy had given him ALL authority and that he had the right as His Son to speak boldly in 

truth.  

     John 14:6-7 "Jesus told him, " I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. If you know me, you will also know my Father. From now on you 

do know him and you have seen him." In this passage Jesus is saying that there's only one 

way to eternal life and to heaven and that is through him. If you believe that then you also 

know his Father, God. The Bible is God's word to his children, it is a written recording of 

Jesus's life and teachings.  The reason Jesus could speak with such authority regarding the 

foundation of our lives was because He knew who He was. Jesus knew that there was only 

one way to the Father and that He, was the way! Jesus could speak with absolute 

authority because he was clear in his position and proximity to the Father! 

     As God's children we too should be able to speak with absolute authority when it 

comes to our salvation in Jesus Christ and His word! The people in our lives should be able 

to notice that we too know our authority to speak in Jesus’ name, just like Jesus knew His! 

     John 14:12 "Truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do. 

And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father." 

     Knowing our authority in Jesus is a game changer! It's a life changer and it was for Jesus 

too! People took notice everywhere Jesus went because he spoke with such 

conviction and authority!  

     My prayer is that you and I will be challenged to pick up God's word and ask Jesus to fill 

us with all his wisdom and knowledge so that we too can speak with that same authority 

and change the atmosphere whenever we enter the room! As children of God, we carry 

the name of Jesus with us everywhere we go.  May we never forget that! After all I want 

my house to be built upon the ROCK! 

Build Upon 

the Rock 

By Nikki Enders 
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Malheur Memorial Health Clinic 

Dear Community,  

     Hello everyone! I am excited 

to join Malheur Memorial Health 

Clinic and look forward to taking 

care of your health care needs. 

Please allow me to introduce 

myself. 

     M y  n a m e  i s 

“Vida” (pronounced “Vee-duh”) 

and I am married and live in 

Parma with my husband of 

almost 18 years, Craig and our 

Queensland Heelers, cats, horse, 

goat, llamas and one mean 

Cichlid. Craig and I were married 

in Idaho and immediately built 

our home in 2007.  

     I went to Nursing school at 

Pacific Union College, Sacramento State University and Sonoma State 

University. I also have a degree in Rhetoric and Communications from 

UC Davis. I was in Alpha Omicron Pi Sorority and the Cal Aggie 

Marching Band where I played clarinet and baritone horn.  

     My first 10 years in Nursing were spent in acute care hospitals as an 

RN. It was genuinely rewarding, and I learned a lot while trying to 

balance family life, full-time work and continuing my education. I truly 

enjoyed the patient contact of Floor Nursing; however, I realized that 

this type of work would be challenging to continue as I got older 

which is why I decided to become a Nurse Practitioner. As a Nurse 

Practitioner I still have the patient contact which I totally enjoyed and 

a less physically demanding profession – the best of both worlds! 

     My career as a Nurse Practitioner has been in small town/rural 

health clinics, student health clinics and the state prison facility. I also 

spent one year assisting in knee, hip, thyroid, and general surgeries. 

     I am very grateful to Malheur Memorial Health Clinic for offering 

me the opportunity to serve my community. Nyssa is where my 

husband and I spend most of our time, so I’m sure you will see me 

around town in my wranglers and out at local events.  

     Additionally, I am also a Rotary Club member, hand radio operator 

and I enjoy sport shooting (my husband was a military marksman) and 

horseback riding. I was also a student pilot and I wish to complete my 

training and obtain my private pilot’s license.  

     I am looking forward to meeting you! 
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Here is a list of upcoming Friend of the 

Owyhee events for April 2022.  

 

You may register by scan the QR code listed 

below or you can find more information 

about these events and register for them 

at https://www.friendsoftheowyhee.org/

events.  

 
 

 
April 2: First Saturdays Stewardship @ Lake Owyhee – Registration NOT 

Required 

On the first Saturday of every month, we make an effort to get out onto 

the landscape and take care of our public lands! Join us at Lake Owyhee 

on Saturday, April 2 between 9 AM and 1 PM for a trash clean-up. We'll 

provide all the necessary gear plus water and coffee. Come take care of 

your public lands and enjoy them at the same time. 

 
April 9: Painted Canyon Loop Day Hike – Registration Required 

Join the Owyhee Hiking Club for an exciting day hike through the 

Honeycombs near Leslie Gulch. This 9-mile hike is a big one with tons of 

picture-perfect desert landscapes. Don't miss out on this free event! 

 
April 10: Lower Owyhee River Clean-Up – Registration NOT Required 

We've partnered with SOLVE Oregon to adopt the section of the Owyhee 

River that runs through the Lower Owyhee Canyon. Enjoy the gorgeous 

early April weather and come steward your public lands! Join us at the 

Watchable Wildlife Area near Snively Hot Springs between 9 AM and 1 PM 

on Sunday, April 10. We'll provide all the necessary gear plus water and 

coffee.  

 
April 13: Owyhee Webinars: Native Forb Seed Collection – Registration 

Required 

Our Owyhee Webinars series is designed to share the natural wonders of 

the Owyhee with folks far and wide. In this webinar, presented by Susan 

Fritts (Vale BLM), we'll learn about native forbs, how to collect their seeds, 

and the restoration projects that the BLM is using them for. Join our free 

webinar at 5:30 PM MDT on Wednesday, April 13! 

 
April 23: Native shrub planting @ Soda Creek with Idaho Department of 

Fish & Game – Registration Required 

Our friends at the Idaho Department of Fish & Game are working on 

habitat restoration throughout our local public lands, and on April 23, 

they're crossing into Owyhee territory, so we're joining them! Please note 

that sign-ups are via IDFG, not FOTO. Please get in touch with them for 

any questions.  

Malheur County Building Department 
February Report 

     We issued 3 new SFD in the month of February. Also, you will see that 

pump and pivot season has started for us. Getting all of the power for irri-

gation to be up and running when needed for our agriculture community 

makes for a busy spring with electrical permitting.  

     The permit was ready last week for the Owyhee Grocery Store. This 

should take care of the illegal construction and bring the building into min 

compliance with the regulations. Looking forward to getting this wrapped 

up.  

     I received a call from a contractor about a refrigeration piping manu-

facturer wanting to build near the reload facility. I contacted Ryan and 

passed along the contact information for him. As more activity occurs on 

this site/area I will forward any contacts I have to economic development 

for follow up.  

     On Feb 10th a small work group meeting was held to discuss the energy 

codes and the differences between Oregon and Idaho. I have attached 

a copy of the results of the meeting. We plan to meet again in the Fall to 

circle back and see how this is going along with any other items of con-

cern. It was a great meeting, and I am looking forward to having a stake 

holder group to work with.  

     Feb 11th, I had the privilege of being the Head Judge for the Vale Ro-

botic tournament. There were 32 teams at the Vale High School for this 

event.  

     Upcoming- 

− 20 archer RV park in Vale- Plans received waiting on applications 

and approval from City of  Vale.  

− Huntington Travel Plaza- repair garage, DEF tank. I am meeting 

with the travel plaza owner and their engineer on March 15th and 

the DEF tank and fueling island is pending the applicant complet-

ing the items in the CUP before Eric can issue the zoning certifi-

cate.  

−  Onion Storage Building inside city limits of Nyssa. Met with engi-

neers mid Feb to review the project.  

− Mini Storage Facility- Owner has called and received design 

standards.  

− Fueling site in Vale-Tanks will be reviewed and permitted by DEQ 

and SFM office. We will permit electrical and any structures.  

− Several new SFD’s approved by planning pending plan submittal.  

− FYI- 

     March 12th, I will be traveling and staying on my own funds to the State 

of Oregon Robotic Finals for Oregon High Schools. I will be there as the 

Malheur County Building Official as I was asked to help judge the state 

finals. The built environment is full of controls/programming and automa-

tion. This year the event is in Eugene. Vale is sending 14-17 students.  

     March 16th, Easter Oregon Building Official meetings in Pendleton.  

     I will be off over spring break; Richard Smith will be covering for inspec-

tions while I am gone.  

  
Adele Schaffeld, CBO  

Building Official 

Malheur County Building Department 

14 S. 3rd St / P.O. Box 2783 

Nyssa, OR.  97913 

P. 541-372-5460 

F. 541-372-5465 

Email: adele.schaffeld@bldgmalheurco.org 

 
Building a Safe, Sustainable and Resilient Community. Building Codes 

Save Lives and Grow Communities.  

     Times are changing even in Malheur 

County.  Many of us are too trusting of 

others and often times we fail to report 

suspicious activity.  Theft cases have 

been rising each month over the last 

year and a half.  Many of the thefts are 

crimes of opportunity and some are 

planned. 

     A theft of opportunity would a case 

where someone is walking down the 

street when they see the keys in a car 

and decide to unlawfully take your car 

rather than walk. Or maybe a suspect 

sees a bicycle or tools left unattended 

so the property is taken.   

     Recently unattended trailers have 

become items of interest for theft. Most 

of the trailer thefts have occurred during 

the late night or early morning hours.  

Some of the stolen trailers have been 

recovered but many are still unaccounted for. 

     The Malheur County Sheriff’s Office has purchased “decoy” 

equipment to use in an effort to apprehend suspects of theft.  We ask 

that citizens report suspicious activity when observed. 

It is also important to report crimes to your local law enforcement 

agency anytime you are a victim. 

     It is recommended that property be stored in a secure well-lit area if 

at all possible.  Fences, and locks are also helpful.   

     We also ask that you keep a record of serial numbers and vehicle 

identification numbers of your property.  If you are a victim of theft we 

have a better chance of recovering your property if we have the serial 

or identification number. 

     The Sheriff’s Office will meet with groups of people to teach how to 

secure, mark and protect your property through the “Neighborhood 

Watch Program.”  The Neighborhood Watch Program can be a very 

effective way for you and your neighbors to combat crime in the area 

that you live.   If your neighborhood is interested in forming a program 

you can call the Malheur County Sheriff’s Office and we will help you 

get the process started.   

     With changing times, sometimes we have to change the way we live. 

     Local Law Enforcement is ready to assist you at any time. 
 

Sheriff Brian E. Wolfe  

bwolfe@malheurco.org 

541-473-5126 

Theft Crimes on the Rise 

https://www.friendsoftheowyhee.org/events
https://www.friendsoftheowyhee.org/events
https://ontariorecdistrict.com/program/47763/spring-owyhee-hiking-club
https://events.humanitix.com/forb-seed-collection
https://events.humanitix.com/forb-seed-collection
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14olIj18DYm5gNKSFOaJn2zm__SSvbqb2lVwPConMf1A/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14olIj18DYm5gNKSFOaJn2zm__SSvbqb2lVwPConMf1A/viewform?edit_requested=true
mailto:adele.schaffeld@bldgmalheurco.org
mailto:bwolfe@malheurco.org
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     One of OUR local SBDC clients is highlighted on the SBDC Oregon 

page for the Oregon annual report!!!!  

     Paloma Computers is located in Nyssa at 12 N 3rd Street in the 

Waldo Conference Center Building.  Stop in for your computer, printer 

and camera needs. 

America's SBDC 2022 Annual Report | Oregon SBDC's Impact 

(webflow.io) 

https://sbdc.webflow.io/or
https://sbdc.webflow.io/or
https://sbdc.webflow.io/or
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Virtual Town Hall 
Did you miss our virtual town hall last week? Don't worry, you can watch 

the recording below on Rep Owens' YouTube channel. We had a great 

time with you and appreciated all of your thoughtful questions. 

 

We know you care about the future of this state just like we do, and 

we're thankful to work on your behalf in Salem and around our districts.  

March Virtual Town Hall 2022 - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhBaAfxDc5E 

 

We'll be hosting one virtual town hall a month for the foreseeable future 

and will make sure to invite you to the next one. These virtual events 

give Rep Owens, Rep Bonham and I an opportunity to meet with 

constituents and citizens from across the entire state and we're so 

thankful you continue to attend and participate. 

 

Watch your inboxes for the invitation to our April Joint Virtual Town Hall. 

________________________________________ 

 

Speaking of being around the district... 
I am coming to a town near you! 

On Monday, March 28, I'll be visiting Baker City, then Sisters and Madras 

on Saturday, April 9 and Burns on Monday, April 11. Come join me for a 

cup of coffee and conversation in person! Invite your friends, family and 

neighbors too. 

 

Make sure to follow us on Facebook to stay up to date on everything 

we're up to. 

 

Over the next few weeks, we also have events planned in other 

counties too, so be on the lookout for invitations to those events in your 

inbox or on our Facebook page. 

 

Thank you and see you around town soon. 

  

Email: Sen.LynnFindley@oregonlegislature.gov I phone: 503-986-1730 

Address: 900 Court St NE, S-403, Salem, OR 97301 

Website: https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/findley 

Excerpts from an article in the Argus Observer Mar 12, 2004 by Larry Meyer 

     "Our roots go pretty deep in this county," Malheur County 

Commissioner Dan Joyce said of his family. 

     Joyce is one of the candidates running for county judge in the May 

17, primary election. 

     Joyce's family has been in Malheur and Harney counties since 

about 1910, he said.  

Joyce, who still has quite a bit of family in Vale and Ontario, and 

scattered throughout the county, said he was born in Ontario. His 

family was living in Juntura at the time. 

     "My family started in the sheep business," he said, adding they ran 

livestock in the area where Malheur, Harney and Grant counties 

come together. 

     They eventually switched to cattle ranching, which Joyce has 

been involved in with most of his life. 

     After working at ranches in Nevada, Australia and New Zealand, 

Joyce came back to the Treasure Valley to become involved in the 

family ranch. He started ranching on his own in the mid-1980s.  

     As a result of his ranching background, Joyce became involved 

with different agriculture-related organizations. He has served as a 

lobbyist for international trade and public land policy with the Farm 

Bureau and the National Farmers Union where he was the president 

and a member of its national policy committee. 

     During the last 20 to 25 years, Joyce said he has made connections 

with people in Washington, D.C. who affect policy. He said having 

those connections is important not only to the agricultural industry, but 

also the county and Eastern Oregon. 

     "We have opportunities to voice our opinions," he said. 

     Besides national organizations and agency staff, Joyce said, his 

lobbying work has kept him in touch with the Oregon Congressional 

delegation and their staff. 

     Joyce, who in 2004 was in the middle of his second term as a 

Malheur County commissioner, said he was encouraged to run for 

commissioner by fellow Juntura rancher and former Oregon lawmaker 

Denny Jones. 

     "I never dreamed I had even a chance to win," Joyce, who literally 

filed at the last minute," said. 

     "You have two minutes, make up your mind," he quoted County 

Clerk Deborah DeLong as saying at the time. 

     "I had been asked to run for state representative," he said. 

     But Joyce bowed out when he heard that Tom Butler was running. 

"I felt he would do a good job," he said.  And he did, according to 

Joyce. 

     While he served as a county commissioner, Joyce served on the 

Federal Lands and Agriculture Committee of the National Association 

of Counties, of which Malheur County is a member. 

     Payments in lieu of taxes from the federal government on federally 

owned land, which take in most of Malheur County, is another issue 

which Joyce works on, through the association of counties. That 

participation makes sure the county has a place at the table, he said. 

     Currently Joyce serves as a member of the Oregon State Weed 

Board, a board member of the Oregon Association of Counties and 

President Elect of the Western Interstate Region – 15 Western States of 

County Commissioners.  These positions are only available to the 

elected officiant. 

 Joyce's focus is representing the county at all levels, he said. 

He hopes to bring to the county court a good ability to listen.  
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Have you seen all those semi’s going through 

town full of rocks? This is where they are going…

Treasure Valley Reload Center!! 

Treasure Valley Reload Center Updates 

 

3/4/22 
 

TVRC: 

− This week our monthly report was submitted to ODOT with 

pictures and an up-to-date construction schedule. 

− Work continues to progress at the site. The contractors focus 

currently is getting the ground for the rail lines prepared. 

− The rail contractor is on schedule to begin their work at the end 

of April. 

 

Economic Development: 
− We continue work on the following- 

− Providing information regarding grant and/or various 

funding opportunities to those that inquire. 

− Finalizing a loan application for a recreational business in 

the county. 

− Online presence support for multiple businesses. 

− Several inquiries have been received regarding industrial land, 

and we are actively working with these businesses. 

− A resolution has been passed at the county level for Fiesta 

Farms' enterprise zone, and we are working with the City of 

Nyssa to do the same. 

− Our team continues to attend Business Oregon training events, 

as well as educational webinars hosted by other entities. 

 

3/18/22 

 

TVRC: 
− The contractor continues to make headway, with a focus on the 

groundwork for the rail lines currently. 

− Continued discussions regarding telecommunications options for 

the reload center and surrounding industrial park. 

 

Economic Development: 
− Continued progress on the following- 

− Online presence support for two local businesses. 

− Coming to a close on a financing package for a county 

business. 

− While attending an Ontario Chamber event recently a new 

client was introduced to us, and we hope to be working with 

them in the near future as they get their business started. 

− We met with the Oregon Department of Agriculture on Thursday 

to discuss the Treasure Valley Reload Center, as well as various 

opportunities that the ODA has available to support economic 

development. 

− Lastly, we continue to have dialogue with companies interested 

in the industrial park near the reload center. 

Malheur County Development 

Corporation Board Meeting Minutes  
Tuesday, March 8, 2022  

10:00 am (Mountain Time)  

Conference Call Number: 541-896-1824  

Meeting held via telephone  

 

Members Present:  
• Grant Kitamura, Board President  

• Greg Smith  

• Jason Pearson  

• Kay Riley  

• Corey Maag  

 

Guests:  
• Brad Baird, Anderson Perry  

• Pat Caldwell, Malheur Enterprise  

• Les Zaitz, Malheur Enterprise  

 

 Staff:  
• Ryan Bailey  

 

Regular Board Meeting Call to Order and Acceptance of 

Minutes:  
 Board President Grant Kitamura called the meeting to order at 

10:01am. Kitamura referenced minutes of the February 8th board 

meeting. Kay Riley moved to accept the meeting minutes as 

presented and Jason Pearson offered a second. Minutes for the 

board meeting held February 8th were accepted unanimously.  

Kitamura asked Greg Smith for an update. Items discussed were:  

• All invoices are paid as agreed. The process seems to be working 

very efficiently after speaking with ODOT a few weeks ago.  

• Continuing to see interest in the real estate, with two significant 

inquiries. We have to determine what an appropriate lease/sale of 

the land looks like, especially as it relates to price.  

• Project continues to be on schedule.  

• Malheur Enterprise requested ahead of time some information 

relating to funds spent. So far, approximately $7.1 million has been 

spent, which means there is approximately $19 million left.  

• The Oregon Legislature has allocated or will allocate an additional 

$3 million for this project, and additional resources may be received 

for industrial development.  

 

Kitamura then asked Brad Baird, President of Anderson Perry, for an 

update. Items discussed were: 

• Earthwork is progressing. They made their first fill run across the 

slough for track A. The site has been awfully wet, but the contractor 

has been able to get this first rail line across. Contractor is trying to dry 

out some material to use as fill.  

• Nutrien buildings have been torn down.  

• Roughing out the building pad and roadway routes.  

• The building has been ordered, expected to arrive towards the end 

of April.  

• The building design has been finalized, bid documents are being 

uploaded to AP’s website today. The bid is April 7th.  

• Roads and utilities design is almost complete and will bid in April.  

• Malheur Enterprise also asked about funds currently allocated – 

Currently, MCDC is under contract with R&M Steel for the building, 

which is $1,200,000. Steve Lindley’s contract is for approximately 

$5,200,000. Lastly, Railworks is under contract for around $5,000,000. 

He wanted the board and public to keep in mind that track C is not 

included in these figures, as the contractors are not under contract for 

it yet.  

Corey Maag asked if current payments to Lindley are taken off 

Lindley’s $5,200,000 he is owed. Baird responded that it is not factored 

into those numbers just presented. 

Grant Kitamura asks for questions from the public.  

• Les Zaitz asked about the additional $3,000,000- who requested and 

what it is for.  

 o Smith answered that the money will be for additional 

infrastructure needs for the project.  

• Zaitz asked when the project would be able to ship products.  

 o Baird responded that we will be done by the end of the 

summer.  

• Zaitz asked about the status of contracts to use the facility.  

 o Kitamura responded that the shippers are working with 

Americold.  

• In the original planning, onion shippers agreed to pay 5 cents per 

bag, where are we at when it comes to a system to collect.  

 o Smith responded that there is not a need yet, and that it will 

be addressed prior to operations of the facility.  

 

With no further discussion, Grant Kitamura adjourned the meeting at 

10:18 am.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Greg Smith, Officer to the Board 
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